Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Constitution

1 Name

The Society shall be known as the Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers.

2 Objectives

The aims of the Society shall be:

a) To promote and foster the ancient English art of change ringing in Abingdon and the local area.

b) To ring the bells of St Helen and St Nicolas and hand bells:

· For Church services; 

· For weddings

· For secular occasions of national and local importance, such as significant royal events, national celebrations, New Year, and town festivities; 
· At the request of local institutions and organisations, such as schools, hospitals, retirement homes, arts festival; 
c) To advance the quality of ringing at St Helen and St Nicolas churches and on the hand bells
d) To encourage interest in and ensure correct maintenance of the bells and fittings of St Helen and St Nicolas churches

3 Affiliation

The Society shall be affiliated to the Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers and shall support the objectives of the Guild.  The society shall also hold membership of the Handbell Ringers Of Great Britain.
4 Officers

The officers of the Society shall be

a) Tower Captain – St Helen

b) Tower Captain – St Nicolas

c) Deputy Tower Captain – St Helen

d) Deputy Tower Captain – St Nicolas

e) Treasurer

f) Hand Bell Leader
A member may hold more than one of the above posts simultaneously.
The Officers may from time to time co-opt a member to carry out a specific task, such as administering the Society’s web site or organising work on the bells.

5 General Meetings

An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held each year preferably on the Tuesday of Holy Week chaired by the Tower Captain – St Helen or his/her nominee.

All officers shall retire at each AGM.  They shall be eligible for re-election.

An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) may be called upon 14 days notice (a) by any two of the officers or (b) by request of a simple majority of the members.

Casual vacancies among the officers shall be filled at an EGM 

6 Membership

New members of the Society shall be elected by a simple majority vote at an AGM or EGM.  Between such meetings the officers shall be empowered to grant membership to ringers who are eligible, subject to ratification at the next AGM.

Membership is open to both those who are already able to ring and those who wish to learn.  Tuition will be provided free to anyone wishing to learn to ring, subject to the Child Protection Policies of the respective churches of St Helen and St Nicolas.
Membership of the Society shall imply an obligation to attend regularly for Sunday service ringing, practices, weddings and other occasions.  Regular attendance is considered to be an average attendance at two or more practices/events per month.

Membership of the Society shall be free and open to all, irrespective of religious persuasion or age.  Members of the Society are under no obligation to attend services for which they ring at St Helen or St Nicolas; this is a matter for their own personal choice.

Members of the Society shall conduct themselves in a manner to enhance the life of the band and the reputation of the art.  The Tower Captains shall take appropriate disciplinary action against any member who fails to do so. Any such disciplinary action may be appealed to the Vicar and Churchwardens of the Church involved whose decision shall be final.

7 Termination

Membership shall terminate:

a) Upon a member giving written notice to that effect to the Secretary/Treasurer

b) Upon ceasing to be eligible under 6 above

8 Finance

The Society shall hold and maintain its own funds.  These shall be owned jointly by the members and shall not be part of church funds. 

The Officers may hold and administer funds on behalf of the DCCs of St Helen and St Nicolas for the purpose of day to day maintenance of the bells installations. All such expenditure shall be within guidelines agreed from time to time with the DCCs and subject to their annual audit and approval.

The Officers shall be empowered to open and maintain a bank or building society account, any two Officers’ signatures being sufficient authority for withdrawal.

The financial year shall end on 31st December each year.  A statement of account shall be presented to the ensuing AGM.  Funds held and administered on behalf of the DCCs of St Helen and St Nicolas shall be accounted for separately and a report presented to the DCC Treasurers as required.

9 Dissolution:

Should the Society cease to exist then all assets, records and property shall be divided equally and given to the PCC, for the upkeep and maintenance of the bells and in order that visiting ringers may continue to make use of the bells in St Helen and St Nicolas.

10 Rule Changes

The constitution shall only be changed by vote at an AGM or EGM, and shall require a two thirds majority of members present and a quorum of half of the eligible members in attendance.

Adopted at the Annual General Meeting 22nd March 2005
Tower Captain, St Helen
Tower Captain, St Nicolas


