Abingdon Society of Bellringers

St. Helen’s Steeplekeeper’s Report for 2009 AGM

The past year has seen extensive use of the bells consisting of peals, quarter peals, service ringing, teaching, practice, visiting ringers, weddings and other special occasions both church and civic.  The bells have remained in good order during this time with very little attention required other than routine maintenance.  Whites of Appleton have re-established an annual maintenance contract for this tower.  The nylon clapper in the tenor continues to give good service, only having been removed once during the past year for display at the Ringing Roadshow in September 2008.
 

The sound control facilities have been put to good use although problems with some of the shutters sticking in wet weather have been experienced.  It is hoped to remedy this in the summer months so that someone is not required to climb to the belfry to adjust them.

 

There remain a number of tasks to be completed in the tower, the most urgent being the bird-proofing of the Sanctus bell in the spire and the cleaning out of some nesting debris that has fallen into the belfry.  Perhaps the enticement of entering the Tower Maintenance Award scheme will spur us on to attend to these matters in the coming year!

 

A quotation has been obtained for providing the ringing room with proper seating also incorporating storage facilities and this is to be discussed at the 2009 AGM.  One of the advantages of this seating design is that it will keep ringers of the 3rd and 4th bells forward, preventing these ropes from interfering with the pendulum case.  This has been a problem since the installation was completed, especially as the temporary chairs are easy to move out of the way.

 

Please can I encourage all ringers to continue to help look after the bells, in particular with regard to the stays.  There has been a noticeable increase, particularly with the more experienced ringers, in allowing the bell to bounce when being stood.  This is not good for the bell bolts and stays so setting the bells carefully and slowly without any bouncing will help keep the fittings in good order and minimise the risk of breakage.

 

The cleaning rota has not been as successful as during the previous year.  The ringing room and stairs get a lot of use and monthly cleaning is essential if we wish to keep the tower in a clean and healthy state.  Should we decide to continue with the rota in the coming year, please can I urge all on the list to make sure they are aware of when they are due to clean and, if they cannot clean during their allotted month for any reason, arrange for someone else to do it instead, either by yourself or via the steeple keeper.  Thank you to all those who did help with the cleaning this year – your efforts are much appreciated.

 

 

Mark Walker

Steeplekeeper – St. Helen’s

27th April 2009
