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This has been my third year as Captain at St Helen’s and I reflect on the last year.

Events

We enjoyed a good sociable year, again including an excellent barbecue at Kevin’s and ringing for the bells’ anniversary; and New Year’s ringing (plus party at Kevin’s).  Thank you Kevin.  Mark kindly organised an excellent outing to Winchester and Romsey area.  This was well attended, much appreciated by those who went and (as ever for Mark) very well organised - thank you Mark.  In this vein, I also organised a local, cycle-able outing on the day of the historic Churches’ trust open day.  Perhaps not the best choice of days, as it meant several of our members were engaged elsewhere, but nevertheless, I thought it went fairly well.

Just recently, we entered the 6 bell striking competition, but did not do very well on the day!

Band development

I have been encouraged by how our ex-novice learners have progressed over the year.  There are times when we can achieve reasonable 10 bell called changes, which is no mean feat.  

We currently have around 30 members of the Guild.   We have also been joined by a couple of new novice ringers - and, as ever, thanks to Kevin and his regular helpers for their encouragement to them.  

Striking

It remains my view (as expressed in previous reports) that ten bell striking is tough to get right.  It is no mean feat to strike ten bells well, even with the lovely ring we have at St Helen’s.

We agreed last year that we should regard all our Sunday ringing as public performances and aim for an appropriate quality of striking.  Our achievement of this has been variable - some weeks are much better than others.    

Please keep this (target for Sundays) in mind as we go through the year ahead.  Similarly, I would encourage everyone to attend Sunday service ringing and contribute as best they can.

Service Ringing attendance
I have been very pleased on the whole how well our Service ringing has been attended.  I recall one Sunday last year we had 18 ringers for morning service!  Although not usually that well attended, we are usually able to ring the 10, although I also remember one Sunday, when we only had 8.  

We are also usually able to field bands when the two towers (St Helen and St Nicolas) are ringing at the same time.  I particularly remember Remembrance Sunday, with our haunting, half muffled Grandsire triples on the middle 8, before we were joined by the others who had rung at St Nicolas, and the moving “last man standing” of the bells at the end.

A big thank you to everyone who attends on a Sunday particularly.

Practices

Again, practice nights have usually been well attended over the year, although there have been occasions where we have only had 8-ish attend.  As ever, it has been a challenge to run the practices such that everybody gets a decent attempt to improve their striking, listening and method-ringing skills.   Even so, I would encourage everybody to come along and practice as often as they can.

Moving on

Having completed three years as Tower captain, I think it is probably time that I moved on, to allow fresh blood into the role, as seems to be our practice.  If anyone is interested in taking on the role, please do feel free to discuss this with me, or any of the other Society officers.

Thank you

Finally, I couldn’t give my report without thanking everyone for their support – everyone who turns up on Sunday mornings, those who come and help our practices and those who help out occasionally; also to all the officers of the Society for their work behind the scenes.  

Special thanks to Mark (as ever) for all his hard work not only in maintaining the bells, but also trying to improve them (e.g. with his work on the tenor clapper).  

Thank you all.

John Dowling

Tower Captain, St Helen’s
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