Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Tower Captain’s Report for 2011 AGM

Bell ringing in Abingdon continues successfully, with a large and active band.  We principally ring for morning service every Sunday, achieving a good standard of striking on all ten bells.  However, although we often ring Stedman Caters on a Sunday morning, recently the poor attendance on Tuesday nights has significantly limited what we can practise.

Since January we have discontinued the monthly advanced practices.  While useful for those participating, they did not develop our surprise royal much nor succeed in their original aim of promoting progress for members of our own band.  Instead, we plan more targeted ringing with ten-bell quarter peals before the monthly choral evensong.

The Friday evening silent practices for beginners continue to be popular.  Many of our “learners” are now quite advanced.  They make a valuable contribution to service ringing and they also venture out to ring at other local towers.

A recent initiative is the establishment of a Bell Club.  With the support of a master at Abingdon School, we run a teaching session for some keen boys on Fridays after school.  We would welcome at either Friday session further young people (from age 10) who wish to learn to ring.

The handbells group of a dozen ringers had a successful season with nine performances, including ringing for PHAB, old people’s homes, carol services and a concert in the Unicorn Theatre for the Friends of Abingdon.

The bells and fittings, being relatively new, are in good condition.  However, we plan to finally install proper bench seating in the ringing chamber.  This will be much tidier and provide storage space.

Social events included a fine barbecue hosted by Tim and Gill for the new bells’ anniversary in July.  Kevin and Leslie-Anne again hosted an enjoyable New Year’s Eve party.  More recently, the annual tower dinner provided an opportunity to thank Norman Bailey for over twenty-five years loyal service and to wish him and Chris well on their move to Uttoxeter.  The weekly Sunday morning coffee break between ringing for services at the two towers continues to contribute greatly to the social strength of the band.  (A change to service times at either church could be quite detrimental.)
The ringers appreciate the support received from the clergy and congregation.  We are always happy to welcome visitors up the tower or to entertain special requests for the bells to be rung.
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