Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Tower Captain’s Report for 2013 AGM

The Abingdon band continues to prosper, maintaining a good turnout and decent Sunday morning ringing on both the ten bells at St Helen’s and on the six at St Nicolas.  The loss of another Stedman Caters ringer (Kevin Beer on his ordination and departure to Beaconfield) limits our ten-bell method ringing, but steady progress by all our learners means we have more who can ring triples.  Attendance at Tuesday practices has improved, supplemented by the initiative of monthly joint practices with Milton.

The silent practices between 4pm and 6.30pm on Friday evening flourish.  In the first hour we host the Abingdon Boys School growing Bell Club.  We now make use of the next half-hour with concentrated handing practice before the “learners” session.  The popularity of Fridays justifies the extra commitment.  Susan has enthusiastically taken over the lead in training, gaining membership of the Association of Ringing Teachers and teaching new recruits.  These include Ieuan and Sophie, who are both making excellent progress.  In addition, Susan has been organising outings for young ringers in the Branch each half term and between school terms.

Meanwhile our previous recruits, David and Isaac, go from strength-to-strength, culminating in their first peal recently.  We were pleased that Kevin, their teacher, was able to join us at Headington in ringing it.

Lists of the year’s peals and quarters are appended below.  We welcomed five visiting peal bands.  However, we again managed to ring few quarters with our own band and we need to make an effort to be available to ring one for evening service on a Sunday more often.

We did ring for a number of significant events during the year: the passing of the Olympic torch, the Queen’s Jubilee bun throwing and the soldiers’ Homecoming service.  We arranged tower visits and demonstrations for the Wedding Fair and Larkmead youth club.

Apart from continuing morning coffee together after Sunday morning ringing, social events included an enjoyable tower outing to Abergavenny and nearby towers (well organised by Simon), a New Year’s Eve party and the annual tower dinner.  The handbells group again had a successful Christmas season.

The ringers appreciate the support received from the clergy and congregation.  We are always happy to welcome visitors up the tower or to entertain special requests for the bells to be rung.  And, of course, we would welcome further young people (from age 10) who wish to learn to ring.

	Brian Read
	May 2013


PEALS 2012 – 2013

Friday 27 July 2012, St Helen (16)

Dorset County Association

5040 Yorkshire S Royal in 3h 18mins

Timothy F Collins (C)

[RW 5289/951 7-9-12 T2012/2679]
www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?146517
Tuesday 13 November 2012, St Helen (16)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 London No 3 Surprise Royal in 3hr 4min

W John Couperthwaite (C) 

[RW 5301/1239 30-11-12 T2012/3567]
http://www.bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=190848
Monday 24 December 2012, St Nicolas (7)

St Blaise Society

5040 Spliced Surprise Minor (41m) in 2h27

Peter G C Ellis (C) 

[RW 5308/61 18-1-13 T2012/4195]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=199436
Saturday 26 January 2013, St Helen (16-0-0)

Non Association

5040 London No 3 Surprise Royal in 2h57

Donald B Carter (C)

[RW 5312/158 15-2-13 T2013/0211]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=273755
Saturday 9 March 2013, St. Helen (16-0-0)

Central European Association

5040 Cambridge S Royal in 2h57

Brian P Diserens (C) 10.

Rung by a band resident in continental Europe.

[RW 5318/309 29-3-13 T2013/0694]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=279056
Saturday 4 May 2013, St Andrew, Headington, Oxford (8 cwt)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5056 Plain Bob Major in 2h34

Composed by J R Pritchard 

Isaac J O'Shea 1, Susan E M Read 2, Lorna Curtis 3, David L Thomas 4, Brian J Read 5, Kevin V Beer 6, John G Pusey 7, Timothy G Pett (C).

1st peal at 1st attempt - 1,4.

www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?160570
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=286020
QUARTER PEALS 2012 – 2013

30 June 2012, St Helen, 1260 Grandsire Triples
Margaret Brock 1, Priscilla Morris 2, Susan Read 3, David Thomas 4, Brian Read 5, Tim Pett (C) 6, Peter Heritage 7, Isaac O’Shea 8.

1st Q on 8: 4, 8.

Rung to celebrate the Ordination as Deacon this day of Kevin Beer, an Abingdon ringer, and to wish him well in his future role as Assistant Curate at Beaconsfield.

[RW 5287/904 24-8-12]
www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?145077
12 August 2012, St Helen, 1260 Grandsire Triples in 46 min. (16 cwt)

Isaac O'Shea 1, Priscilla Morris 2, Tim Pett 3, David Thomas 4, Brian Read (C) 5, Richard Hutchings 6, Peter Heritage 7, Susan Read 8.

Rung before Evening Service to welcome the birth of Imogen Goldsmith Read, granddaughter of 5 & 8, born 31 July 2012.

[RW 5291/1001 21-9-12]
www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?147492
14 August 2012, St Helen, 1282 Cambridge Surprise Royal in 46 min. (16 cwt)

Jon Chamberlain 1, Mary C Friskney 2, Catherine M A Lane 3, David Floyd 4, John G Pusey 5, Peter J Heritage 6, Brian J Read 7, Alan J Griffin 8, Richard H Youdale 9, Edgar T Skipsey (C) 10.

[RW 5291/1001 21-9-12]
www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?147571
27 December 2012, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Royal in 47min. (16-0-0)

Beth Sanderson 1, Lorna E Swan 2, Robert Perry 3, Nicki Williams 4, A Roy Shallish 5, Teresa J Humphrey 6, Mervyn A Arscott 7, William J Sanderson 8, Gerald V Skelly 9 ,Andrew H Ball (C) 10.

1st Royal 1. 1st Royal inside 2.

[RW 5310/114 1-2-13]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=207387
31 January 2013, St Nicolas, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles
Oliver T Lomax 1, Robin P D Middleton 2, Adam J Jenkins 3, Wendy J Middleton 4, James R Anderson-Besant (C) 5, James M A Farrow 6. 

Rung on the 450th anniversary of John Roysse's endowment of Abingdon School in 1563 by a band made up of two pupils, two teachers, and two current parents of the school. First as conductor.

[RW 5316/262 15-3-13]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=274258
