Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Tower Captain’s Report for 2014 AGM

The Abingdon band thrives, with a full tower for Sunday morning ringing.  Although ten-bell ringing is now often just plain hunt that includes the learners, steady progress means that several surprise major methods have become a regular feature.

On Friday evenings the Bell Club for Abingdon Boys School (and also supported by own boys) is well established.  We enjoyed an outing in March with them to five Vale of White Horse towers. The 5pm silent practices on Fridays are increasingly popular, having gained new learners Phoebe and Lisa to join Sophie and Ieuan.  We are also attracting young ringers from other towers in the area.  Susan has expanded her training rôle, qualifying with the Association of Ringing Teachers and organising the teaching of new recruits and their teachers.  Susan continues to arrange outings for young ringers in the Branch each half term and in the school holidays.

Lists of the year’s peals and quarters are appended below.  After the Jubilee and Olympics of 2012, there were fewer significant events during the year to ring for.  Noteworthy was further progress by David and Isaac with a local band peal at St Helen’s of Grandsire Caters and the recent quarter peal on 12 bells at High Wycombe.

During the summer, we enjoyed coffee together after Sunday morning ringing sitting in the Market Place; we have now returned to the renovated Crown & Thistle. Our annual outing was a walking tour of towers in Worcester, including a most interesting visit to the cathedral teaching centre.

As always we were happy to welcome a number of visitors up the tower during the year.  This included couples planning to marry at St Helen’s, usually convincing them to have bells rung at their wedding!  And, of course, we can arrange to show the bells and give a taste of ringing to further young people (from age 10) who might be interested in learning to ring.

	Brian Read
	April 2014


MEMBERS 2014

The following 22 ringers from Abingdon are members this year of the Old North Berks Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild:

	Chris Bennett
	Hugh Bishop
	Margaret Brock

	Eluned Hallas
	Ieuan Hallas
	Peter Heritage

	Angela Martin
	Sophie Martin
	Ryan Mills

	Priscilla Morris
	Isaac O’Shea
	Tim Pett

	Brian Read
	Susan Read
	Carole Sidlow

	Reg Sidlow
	Angela Smith
	David Thomas

	Jeanette Thomas
	Mark Walker
	Simon Yarrow

	Beryl Yeats
	
	


Members from other branches:

	Moira Hudson 
	Chris Vekony 


PEALS 2013 – 2014

Tuesday 14 May 2013, St Helen (16 cwt)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Mercia Delight Royal in 3h01

Composed by Graham A C John 

William Butler 1, Brian Bladon 2, Beryl R Norris 3, Roger Baldwin 4, Peter Bridle 5, Diana M Bridle 6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7, John C Sheppard 8, Ian G Campbell 9, Robert H Newton 10.

[RW 5328/582 7-6-13 T2013/1470]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=287290
Tuesday 9 July 2013, St Helen (16)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5000 Bristol Surprise Royal in 3h4

Composed by R Baldwin 
David A Cornwall 1, Jeremy R Pratt 2, Shirley E McGill 3, Timothy G Pett 4, Roger Baldwin (C) 5, Andrew Haseldine 6, Claire F Roulstone 7, Bernard F L Groves 8, Robert H Newton 9, Ian G Campbell 10.

[RW 5336/773 2-8-13 T2013/2108]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=294401
Tuesday, 10 September 2013, St Helen

Peal Attempt – LOST!

Saturday, 7 December 2013, St Helen (16 cwt)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5039 Grandsire Caters in 3h08

Composed by A J Pitman 

Susan E M Read 1, Lorna Curtis 2, Ryan Mills 3, Stuart F Gibson 4, Brian J Read 5, David L Thomas 6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7, Isaac J O'Shea 8, John G Pusey 9, Peter J Heritage 10. 

1st peal on 10 - 6, 8.

200th peal in the tower.

[RW 5359/35 10-1-14 T2013/3980]

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=313746 

Tuesday, 24 December 2013, St Nicolas (7cwt)

St Blaise Society
5040 Surprise Minor (7m) in 2h26
(Carlisle, London, York, Bourne, Beverley, Cambridge, Norwich)

Nicholas J Clarke 1, Nicola J Turner (C) 2, Darran Ricks 3, Robert J Crocker 4, Michael J Dew 5, Colin M Turner 6. 

For the crib service.

[RW 5359/35 10-1-14 T2013/3989]
http://www.bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=316340
Saturday, 11 January 2014, St Helen (16-0-0)

Society of Royal Cumberland Youths

5040 London No.3 Surprise Royal in 3h3

Composed by R W Lee 
Katherine J Firman 1, Lee Pinnington 2, Adam S Greenley 3, Angela M Athawes 4, Jack Page 5, Malcolm M Powell 6, Shirley E McGill 7, Catherine N Merlane 8, Benjamin D Constant (C) 9, Alan Regin 10.

100th together: 3 & 8.

[RW 5365/185 21-2-14 T2014/0265]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=318711
Saturday, 1 March 2014, St Helen (16 cwt)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5120 Spliced S Royal in 3h04

(5m: 1520 London No 3, 1120 Cambridge, 1040 Yorkshire, 720 each Bristol and Lincolnshire; 39 com, atw)

Composed by D F Morrison 

Josie S Irving 1, June D Wells 2, Christopher M Tuckett 3, Patricia M Newton 4, Jack Page 5, Stuart F Gibson 6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7, Robert H Newton 8, Peter H Mackie 9, E John Wells 10. 

Most S Royal to a peal – 6

[RW 5370/314 28-3-14 T2014/0705]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=324656
QUARTER PEALS 2013 – 2014

24 May 2013, St Helen, 1259 Grandsire Caters (16 cwt)

Priscilla Morris 1, Susan Read 2, Joe Norton 3, David Thomas 4, Hugh Bishop 5, Brian Read (C) 6, Mary Friskney 7, Tim Pett 8, John Pusey 9, Isaac O'Shea 10. 

First on 10: 4 & 10.

Rung at the Service attended by the Princess Royal for the Homecoming of 12 Logistic Support Regiment from Afghanistan.

[RW 5333/706 12-7-13]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=288893
2 June 2013, St Helen, 1264 Plain Bob Major in 46 min. (16 cwt)

Priscilla Morris 1, Isaac O'Shea 2, Tim Pett (C) 3, Susan Read 4, David Thomas 5, Hugh Bishop 6, Simon Yarrow 7, Brian Read 8. 

For evensong and to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the coronation of HM Queen Elizabeth II.

[RW 5332/687 5-7-13]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=289668
22 June 2013, Beaconsfield, 1260 Grandsire Triples
Timothy Swinhoe-Standen 1, Angela M Darvill 2, Susan Read 3, David Thomas 4, Brian Read (C) 5, A Rex Agg 6, Andrew Halford 7, Isaac O'Shea 8. 

Rung to congratulate the Rev. Kevin Beer, on the day of his ordination to the Priesthood, by ringing friends from Abingdon and Beaconsfield.

[RW 5337/807 9-8-13]
www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?162835
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=292208
28 July 2013, St Helen, 1296 Cambridge S Minor in 41 min.

Margaret Brock 1, Susan Read 2, Ryan Mills 3, Brian Read 4, Mike Poole 5, Tim Pett (C) 6.

Rung to celebrate the 7th anniversary of the dedication of the new bells and the birth of Prince George Alexander Louis of Cambridge.

[RW 5342/938 13-9-13]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=296982
1 December 2013, St Helen, 1260 Grandsire Triples in 48 min. (16 cwt)

Susan Read 1, Simon Yarrow 2, Margaret Brock 3, Tim Pett (C) 4, Peter Heritage 5, David Thomas 6, Brian Read 7, Reg Sidlow 8. 

For the Advent Carol Service.

[RW 5362/118 31-1-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=313149
8 December 2013, St Nicolas, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 40 min. (7 cwt)

Susan Read 1, David Thomas 2, Brian Read 3, Ieuan Hallas 4, Ryan Mills (C) 5, Reg Sidlow 6. 

First Quarter: 4.

For Patronal Festival Evensong.
[RW 5360/62 17-1-14]
http://www.bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=314151
26 January 2014, St Helen, 1280 London S Major in 46 min. (16 cwt)

David Thomas 1, Antoinette Jackson 2, Lorna Curtis 3, Ian Judd 4, Brian Read 5, Nick Clarke 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, Stuart Gibson 8. 

1st quarter in the method – 3.

For Evensong.

[RW 5369/286 21-3-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=320547
6 March 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 38 min. (14B)

Joe D R Norton 1-2, Susan E M Read 3-4, John G Pusey 5-6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7-8.

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=325517
9 March 2014, St Helen, 1280 Lincolnshire S Major in 46 min. (16 cwt)

Isaac O'Shea 1, Susan Read 2, Ryan Mills 3, Simon Yarrow 4, Brian Read 5, David Thomas 6, Peter Heritage 7, Tim Pett (C) 8.

1st of Surprise inside - 6.

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=325796
16 March 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1260 Plain Bob Minor in 30 min. (9Bflat)

Susan Read 1-2, Margaret Chapman 3-4, Tim Pett (C) 5-6.

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=326700
23 March 2014, High Wycombe, Bucks, 1320 Plain Bob Maximus
June Wells 1, David Sullivan 2, Susan Read 3, Kenneth Darvill 4, John Wells 5, George Whiteside 6, Brian Read 7, David Thomas 8, Isaac O'Shea 9, Kelvin Britton 10, Robert Newton (C) 11, Patricia Newton 12. 

First on 12: 8 and 9

First Plain Bob Maximus: 2,3 and 7

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=327365
