Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Report of training activities in 2013

Who attended training practices in 2013:

Abingdon Boys School

	Adam Jenkins 
	Oliver Lomax 
	James * (Benson)
	William * (Shiplake) 

	Archie * 
	Jamie * (Shinfield)
	Andrew * (Longcot)
	Ethan * (Buckland)

	Scott * (Henley)
	
	
	


Abingdon Local Ringers

	Susan Read
	Brian Read
	Tim Pett
	

	Beryl Yeats
	Carole Sidlow
	Lisa Astbury 

(from Nov 2013)
	Len Vaughan

(Jan – Feb 2014)

	David *
	Isaac *
	Ieuan *
	Sophie * 

	Phoebe * 

(from Nov 2013)
	Rob *

(Jan – Feb 2014)
	Edward * (Radley)
	Hannah * (West Hendred)

	Kate * (West Hanney)
	
	
	* Under 18 years old


Occasional Helpers

	Rosi Rollings
	Priscilla Morris
	Reg Sidlow
	Peter Heritage

	Paul Lucas (Headington)
	John Pusey (St Giles, Oxford)
	
	


We have had problems with the sensors on the simulator this year but have found the solution lies in replacing worn out detectors, with the kind help of Steve Thomas.  

We run weekly practices from 4 – 5 pm for Abingdon Boys School members with the help of the two teachers (both good ringers).  The Abingdon School boys increased in number in September when Ethan joined us, from Buckland.  Then in January were joined by Scott who lives near Henley.  We are now up to seven boys from Abingdon School, always accompanied by at least one ringer / teacher and mostly two.  The attendance of David and Isaac every week means the practices have a wide scope of ability.

Our Abingdon local practice currently starts at 5 pm on Fridays with ringing varying between rounds and training methods such as Bastow, up to spliced and surprise methods.

Sophie joined us a year ago.  We are pleased she has recently started ringing with us on Sundays.  In November we were pleased that Lisa and Phoebe who had started ringing handbells decided to learn to ring tower bells too.  They are learning quickly and attending regularly.

In 2013, I completed my training and became a member of the Association of Ringing Teachers.  I have as a result changed the materials I use to teach, and now use the Learning the Ropes booklets to keep track of our learners.

On January 18th I ran an ITTS training day, Module 1, Teaching Bell Handling.  The Tutor was Graham Nabb, who coped superbly with the twenty-two teachers and mentors who came for the day.  As a result of this day, I am now mentoring five local new teachers of ringing, Brian, David, Liz Woodhouse and Rosi Rollings from West Hanney and Adam Jenkins from Abingdon School. 

It is important that as mentor, I assist them in their early experience of teaching handling so we agreed to hold a joint intensive ringing course at the end of January 2014.  We held a recruitment drive, hosting a Scout troop at St Helens and another at Harwell church.  We then spent two weeks of meeting on weekday evenings with me, Brian, David, Liz and Rosi.  We taught Kate, Sarah, and two men from Abingdon.  We are still visited from time to time by Rosi Rollings and her daughter, Kate, who is learning very quickly.  But the two men from Abingdon have since given up.

I am currently gearing up to run a further intensive ringing course with Brian’s help over the Easter holidays.  Four young people will start to learn to ring, including one from West Hendred who attends St Helen & St Katherine School (SHSK) and three who have a loose association with St Helen’s church.  We are working on finding transport for the SHSK girls to come to our Friday practices because there are several who already ring and might enjoy a joint practice with the Abingdon School boys.

Additional activities consist of taking the young ringers to various meetings of the Old North Berks Branch including the young ringers outings each school holiday, which started in April 2012.  The young ringers events I have run since last April are:

10 April 2013: ringing at Stanford in the Vale and Shellingford with a treasure hunt/walk (2 miles) between the towers.

29 May 2013: ringing at Brightwell cum Sotwell plus fun and games in the churchyard

20 July, 10 August: Saturday practices at St Helen’s, Abingdon

21 August 2013: ringing at Sutton Courtenay plus a talk about bats and bat walk with David Endacott

30 October 2013: ringing on mini-ring and outdoor cooking at Farm Road Scout hut (with the help of Tony Crabtree)

2 January 2014: ringing at Radley plus skittles and handbells in Radley Village Hall

19 February 2014: 6 mile ramble from Bourton on the Water with three towers, organised by Tony Crabtree.

As a result of the popularity of these events, we are increasingly being visited by young ringers from other towers including Hannah (from West Hendred), Kate (West Hanney) and Edward (from Radley), who have started coming to our Friday practices since February/March 2014.

I am particularly pleased that Isaac rang in the Ringing World National Youth Striking Competition in York in July 2013.  The team did well, coming third. David was unfortunately on a special Scout Camp at the time of the competition.  This year David and Isaac are both attending the selection practices and may be asked to ring in the Oxford Diocesan Guild (ODG) youth team.  

Susan Read

5 April 2014

