Abingdon Society of Bellringers

St. Helen’s Steeplekeeper’s Report for 2015 AGM

The bells continue to give good service and have been used extensively during the past year.  The condition of the installation is good although the paintwork is in need of some attention before it gets much worse.  This is notable around the 2nd-5th area where occasionally rain enters through the spire openings.  There was no annual belfry clean-up this year and this is something that should be attended to in the coming months, particularly where jackdaw next debris enters above the 8th and 9th.
 

Whites carried out their annual maintenance before Christmas and there were no problems to report, other than minor observations, which can be kept in check. It was also noted that the Sanctus bell should be protected by netting to prevent further damage by birds.  The Sanctus bell is used regularly for weekday services.
 

The clock bell (former Long Crendon 8th) has now been purchased and a faculty is in place for its installation above the ringing bells.  We await an installation date from Whites and I am still hopefully that we can reduce costs by supplying insured local labour.
A number of minor alterations were made to the parts of the installation without full consultation.  Whilst I am glad that people are willing to assist and show an interest in belfry maintenance (which is to be encouraged) I would ask that all relevant tower officers are consulted first.  It is important that steeplekeeper, bellhangers and officers (and to some extent the Church authorities) know what is being done to the bells at all times so that they are fully aware of any changes and problems.
I would like to thank all those who have helped look after the bells, particularly as I am not able to attend ringing as much as in the past.  If there are any specific issues that need attention, please feel free to ask for assistance.

 

 

Mark Walker

Steeplekeeper – St. Helen’s

6th June 2015
