Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Tower Captain’s Report for 2015 AGM

The Abingdon band continues to prosper.  We typically have around fifteen ringers on a Sunday morning and numbers have picked up at Tuesday practices too.  We have elected three of our learners (Josh, Lisa and Phoebe) to the Guild together with newcomer Sarah Barnes.  We were also pleased to welcome Becci Taylor and Matt Franklin who moved to Abingdon as well.

The Friday evenings Bell Club for Abingdon Boys School continues, with support from our own boys.  The 5pm silent practices on Fridays are still very popular, with a tower full each week of lively youngsters.  More details may be found in the Training Organiser’s report.

Lists of the year’s peals and quarters are appended below.  Six peals were rung at St Helen’s by visiting bands.  The various quarter peals have enabled progress by our younger members: Sophie’s first quarter and four firsts by Ieuan, while David is becoming a competent conductor.  We also note a blossoming of change ringing on handbells, with six quarters and a peal.
It was pleasing to go and ring a quarter at Beaconsfield with our old friend Kevin Beer to celebrate his fiftieth birthday.  Then just recently we congratulated Matt and Becci on their marriage.  This we were able to mark with a fine quarter at St Nicolas’.
The tower annual outing this year was a little different.  It was by bus.  Actually, it was several busses, allowing us to ring at Oxford, Yarnton, Woodstock and Witney, all visits carefully coordinated with the timetables.  
As always we are happy to welcome visitors up the tower.  These have included visiting ringers or the simply curious.  We had a special evening to show local Brownies the bells (hand and tower) and what we do.  And during school holidays we ran handling courses for several youngsters starting to learn.  The sustained effort in teaching over the past few years is really paying off.

	Brian Read
	May 2015


MEMBERS 2015
The following 26 ringers from Abingdon are members this year of the Old North Berks Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild:

	Lisa Astbury
	Phoebe Astbury
	Josh Ball

	Sarah Barnes
	Hugh Bishop
	Margaret Brock

	Matthew Franklin
	Eluned Hallas
	Ieuan Hallas

	Peter Heritage
	Angela Martin
	Sophie Martin

	Priscilla Morris
	Isaac O’Shea
	Tim Pett

	Brian Read
	Susan Read
	Carole Sidlow

	Reg Sidlow
	Angela Smith
	Rebecca Taylor

	David Thomas
	Jeanette Thomas
	Mark Walker

	Simon Yarrow
	Beryl Yeats
	


PEALS 2014 – 2015
Saturday, 17 May 2014, St Helen

Peal Attempt - LOST

Wednesday, 4 June 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive) (12)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5056 Plain Bob Major in 2h30

Composed by C K Lewis 

Susan E M Read 1-2, Joe D R Norton 3-4, John G Pusey 5-6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7-8.

[RW 5384/696 4-7-14 H2014/0357]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=336979

Saturday, 19 July 2014, St Helen (16-0-0)

Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan Association

5040 Yorkshire Surprise Royal in 3h00

Composed by Border/Sherwood 
Ian P Unsworth 1, Jane D Bull 2, John Cornock 3, Francis M Byrne 4, Ian D Bucknell 5, Philip R Grover 6, Jonathan C Adkins 7, Andrew A Ward 8, Philip F Pope 9, Andrew M Bull (C) 10.

Golden Wedding anniversary compliment to Jean and Bernard Bowden.

[RW 5388/791 1-8-14 T2014/2026]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=342260
Saturday, 23 August 2014, St. Helen (16-0-0 in F)

Yorkshire Association

5040 Lincolnshire Surprise Royal in 2 h 55m

Composed by D.F. Morrison (No. 540) 
Robert H Jordan 1, Paul M Mason 2, Katharine M Salter 3, Graham J N Colborne 4, Chris Bostock 5, Paul T Young 6, Colin F Salter 7, C Barrie Dove (C) 8, Michael Chester 9, Roger S Riley 10. 

[RW 5393/922 5-9-14 T2014/2359]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=346833
Tuesday, 25 November 2014, St Helen (16 cwt)
Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Spliced S Royal in 3h00
(5m: 1040 Cambridge, Lincolnshire & Yorkshire, 960 Bristol & London No 3 with 109 com and atw)

Composed by Maurice J Thurmott 

Timothy G Pett (C) 1, Colin M Turner 2, June D Wells 3, Peter Bridle 4, Martin J Turner 5, John C Sheppard 6, E John Wells 7, Bernard F L Groves 8, W John Couperthwaite 9, Ian G Campbell 10.

[RW 5407/1263 12-12-14 T2014/3456]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=358497
Sunday, 4 January 2015, St Helen (16 cwt)
St Blaise Society

5000 Spliced Surprise Royal in 2hrs 59mins
(4 Methods: 1280 Superlative No2; 1240 Bristol, Cambridge, London No3; 101 changes of method; all the work)
Composed by R C Kippin 

Katharine J Firman 1, Susan L Apter 2, Nicola J Turner 3, Graham G Firman 4, Timothy G Pett 5, Richard L Thumwood 6, Peter Bridle 7, Peter G C Ellis 8, John B Keeler (C) 9, Colin M Turner 10.

[RW 5413/82 23-1-15 T2015/0037]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=364372
Saturday, 7 March 2015, St Helen (16–0–0 in F)
Society of Royal Cumberland Youths

5040 Genesis Surprise Royal in 3h5
Composed by J Clatworthy 
Anne P Cook 1, Ronald F Diserens 2, Janet E Menhinick 3, James M Hills 4, E Jane Sibson 5, Michael H D O'Callaghan 6, Anthony P Cotton 7, Derek E Sibson (C) 8, Graham A Duke 9, Andrew W Gordon 10.

[RW 5421/283 20-3-15 T2015/0569]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=448407
Saturday, 9 May 2015, St Helen (16–0–0 in F)
Guildford Diocesan Guild

5088 Cornwall Surprise Major in 3:15
Composed by D F Morrison (no 1170) 

Peter Bridle 1, Beryl R Norris 2, Janet E Menhinick 3, Toby Arkless 4, Mike Pidd (C) 5, Kathryne R Arkless 6, Vernon B Bedford 7, Martin J Turner 8. 

Rung to mark the 70th anniversary of VE Day.
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=461891
QUARTER PEALS 2014 – 2015
31 July 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1296 Little Bob Major in 42 min.

Susan E M Read 1-2, Joe D R Norton 3-4, Timothy G Pett (C) 5-6, John G Pusey 7-8.

[RW 5396/997 26-9-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=343590
10 August 2014, St Helen, 1250 Stedman Caters in 50 min.

Mary Friskney 1, Cathy Hughes-D'Aeth 2, Keith Anderson 3, Stuart Gibson 4, Brian Read 5, John Hughes-D'Aeth (C) 6, David Floyd 7, Hilarie Rogers 8, John S White 9, Richard White 10.

Specially arranged and rung as a fiftieth birthday compliment to John White (5th August).

[RW 5394/951 12-9-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=344925
2 October 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 40 min.
Susan Read 1-2, Tim Pett3-4, John Pusey 5-6, Joe Norton (C) 7-8.
First on eight handbells as conductor.
[RW 5407/1266 12-12-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=351089
5 October 2014, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Triples in 46 min. (16 cwt)

Edward Walker 1, Susan Read 2, Brian Read 3, Ieuan Hallas 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Tim Pett 6, David Thomas (C) 7, Reg Sidlow 8. 

1st on 8: 1 and 4.

First Quarter as Conductor.

For Evening Service.
[RW 5402/1141 7-11-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=351433
30 October 2014, St Helen, 1320 Grandsire Royal in 50 min. (16)
Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan Association

Composed by Peter W J Sheppard (no. 2) 
Nicki J Lang 1, Susan Read 2, Diana M Bridle 3, Julian O Howes 4, Robert Perry 5, David Thomas 6, Simon W Edwards (C) 7, Aaron L Moulder 8, Isaac O'Shea 9, Tony Crabtree 10. 

First in method for all except 1, 5, 7, 8.

[RW 5407/1268 12-12-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=354814
2 November 2014, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 40 min. (5-3-26)

Sophie Martin 1, Tim Pett 2, Isaac O'Shea 3, Susan Read 4, David Thomas (C) 5, Brian Read 6. 

First Quarter Peal: 1
[RW 5403/1165 14-11-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=355188
5 November 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 40 min.
Tim Pett 1-2, Susan Read 3-4, John Pusey 5-6, Joe Norton (C) 7-8.
[RW 5407/1266 12-12-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=355615
9 November 2014, St. Helen, 1259 Grandsire Caters in 53 min. (16 cwt)

Ieuan Hallas 1, David Thomas 2, Susan Read 3, Hugh Bishop 4, Simon Yarrow 5, Brian Read (C) 6, Isaac O'Shea 7, Peter Heritage 8, Mark Walker 9, Reg Sidlow 10. 

First on ten: 1.

For Remembrance Sunday Sung Eucharist.
[RW 5405/1218 28-11-14]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=356325
19 November 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1260 Plain Bob Minor in 30 min.
Susan Read 1-2, John Pusey 3-4, Joe Norton (C) 5-6.

[RW 5412/64 16-1-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=357768
30 November 2014, St. Helen, 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major in 45 min. (16 cwt)

Isaac O'Shea 1, Hugh Bishop 2, Anne Franklin 3, Susan Read 4, Matthew Franklin 5, Brian Read 6, Jonathan Franklin (C) 7, David Thomas 8. 

First in method: 8.

For Advent Service.
[RW 5410/15 2-1-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=359205
17 December 2014, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 35 min.
Tim Pett 1-2, Susan Read 3-4, John Pusey 5-6, Joe Norton (C) 7-8.
[RW 5413/86 23-1-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=361338
21 December 2014, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Triples in 43 min. (16 cwt)

Sophie Martin 1, Margaret Brock 2, Rebecca Taylor 3, Susan Read 4, Tim Pett 5, Matthew Franklin 6, David Thomas (C) 7, Brian Read 8. 

First on 8: 1

Rung for the Carols by Candlelight Service.
[RW 5412/68 16-1-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=361897
10 February 2015, St Helen, 1282 Yorkshire Surprise Royal in 48 min. (16–0–0)

Richard Loyd 1, Gill Loyd 2, Susan E M Read 3, Richard H Youdale 4, Mary C Friskney 5, Brian J Read 6, Alan J Griffin 7, Robert A Partridge (C) 8, John G Pusey 9, Nick Clarke 10.

[RW 5419/237 6-3-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=369285
1 March 2015, St Helen, 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor in 38 min.
Ieuan Hallas 1, Susan Read 2, Sarah Barnes 3, David Thomas 4, Brian Read 5, Tim Pett (C) 6.
1st of treble dodging - 1.
[RW 5423/333 3-4-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=447648
8 March 2015, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Triples in 45 min. (16 cwt)

Priscilla Morris 1, Jeanette Thomas 2, Sarah Barnes 3, Susan Read 4, Mark Cooke 5, Brian Read 6, David Thomas (C) 7, Isaac O'Shea 8.
First Quarter this century and this millennium - 2.

Rung as a birthday compliment (03/03/2015) to Edward France, the father of the 2 and grandfather of the 7.

For Evening Service.
[RW 5422/310 27-3-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=448584
6 April 2015, Beaconsfield, 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major in 45 min. (19 cwt)

Isaac O'Shea 1, Susan Read 2, Lorna Curtis 3, Brian Read 4, Ken Darvill 5, David Thomas 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, Kevin Beer 8. 

Rung to celebrate Kevin's 50th birthday the following day.
[RW 5429/509 15-5-15]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=453851
30 April 2015, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor in 31 min.
Susan Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, Joe Norton (C) 5-6.

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=459861
3 May 2015, St Helen, 1260 Grandsire Triples in 45 min. (16 cwt)

Susan Read 1, Brian Read 2, Jeanette Thomas 3, Ieuan Hallas 4, David Thomas 5, Tim Pett (C) 6, Isaac O'Shea 7, Reg Sidlow 8.
1st in method inside - 4.

Rung to celebrate the birth of a daughter for the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=460638
30 May 2015, St Nicolas, 1292 Spliced Minor (3m) in 37 min. (7–1–18 in B♭)

804 Plain Bob, 360 St Clements and 128 Little Bob with 13 com
Composed by Phillip S George and Traditional

Hugh Bishop 1, Susan Read 2, Sarah Barnes 3, Brian Read 4, Tim Pett 5, David Thomas (C) 6.
First Spliced and First Spliced as Conductor-6.

Rung as a compliment for Rebecca Taylor and Matthew Franklin, who were getting married today in Crewkerne, Somerset.
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=465500
