                   Abingdon Society of Bellringers


St. Nicolas Steeplekeepers’ Report for 2017AGM

St Nicolas Bells

The bells rang consistently and adequately throughout the year with the old ropes. However three projects have occurred which has transformed the tower. These are:


Painting of the bell frame


New ceiling bosses in the ringing chamber


Ropes replaced with the old but serviceable ropes from St Helen’s
The decision to paint the Frame was made to eliminate the rust, which was prevalent on the lower griddle especially round the masonry and not for cosmetic purposes!
A considerable amount of preparation preceded the frame painting - clear out the bell chamber and old clock room, protection of the bearings, remove the slide boards and runner boards, and a failed attempt to dismantle the wheels on No 10 and 1 bell.

 The contractor was Craig Forbes of A & C Shotblasters and the order of events were:
Mon. 22 August – bagged and covered bells, wheels, clock etc. prior to tomorrows sand blasting.
Tue 23   
Protection looked good, sand blasting took place.
Wed 24 
Sand blasting completed – sand everywhere – ringing chamber (obviously), entrance hall, tower steps, ringing chamber, intermediate room – everywhere! The contractors set to and cleared it up.
Thu 25 
The place looked pristine – remarkable. The first coat of special rust proofing paint was applied over the whole bell frame.

Tue 30 (6 days)
First coat of British Racing Green paint applied.
Wed 31
Second coat applied.

Fri 2 Sept
Craig Forbes (contractor) inspected his work, cleared up and signed off the job.
Wed 7(5 days)
A working party installed the runners, slide boards and ropes 2 3 4 and 5.
Fri 9

Whites of Appleton refitted the tenor and treble wheels, rehung the ropes and made the tower inspection an annual maintenance and service
This was all completed in time for the Heritage Day held the following day.
It may appear to be indulgent to give such a detailed description of the painting of the bell frame but it was such a big and important project I think it was warranted. 

Sometime in July No 3 rope was shredded and snapped. It was noted that a deep groove had formed on the side of the ceiling boss and two screw heads could be seen protruding from the side of the hole. Grooves could be seen on all six of the bosses. Whites undertook to replace them. Their records showed the bosses were 78years old! They would be replaced with bosses made from black anodised  aluminium on the ceiling and wooden bosses in the old clock room floor. For good measure a new substantial pulley and cord was supplied for the ropes hanger. Mark and Neil of Whites installed them on Monday 13th February 2017. There was an immediate improvement in ringing.
The old ropes from St Helen’s replaced the maroon ropes the following weekend. These are Abingdon colours and all terylene. Some work has to be done on the tail ends but they look good and should give us some good ringing service.
All in all it has been a busy year for St Nicolas’ tower. But we are set for a good year of ringing in 2017.
St Nicholas clock As usual the clock runs like clockwork with synchronized motors tuned to the Rugby signal. The council has yet to be approached to illuminate the clock. Perhaps this year?

St Helen clock Last year a “new” bell was installed above the bell frame of St Helens. It will be solely dedicated to striking the hour. This should be louder than the present set up with the tenor bell and obviate the requirement to lift the hammer before ringing. An account of this work can be seen in the December 2015 issue of the Old Berks Branch Newsletter.  
The hammer was installed on 12th July by Cumbria Clocks and after some unforeseen teething troubles the bell rings out the hour loud, clear and reliably. 
The clock received its annual maintenance. Problems with the switch to the timing weight have been resolved.

Our Thanks to all the working party members for your efforts with a special mention to Hugh and Mark
Reg Sidlow and Isaac O’Shea

Steeple keepers
28th March 2017
