Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Tower Captain’s Report for 2017 AGM

Abingdon has a large and active band, ringing the ten bells at St Helen’s and the six bells at St Nicolas’ every Sunday morning.  Attendance is good and we achieve a good standard.  During the year we also rang for weddings, with quarter peals for the Queen’s 90th birthday, “The Hope within Us” festival and for Remembrance Sunday.  Lists of the year’s peals and quarters are appended below.  Lisa and Abi rang their first quarter.  In the peals, we are proud of the nationally noticed achievement of three of our youngsters, Sophie, Ieuan and Josh, who rang their first peal: 5040 changes of Bob Triples in 2 hours and 36 minutes.
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The regular practice night is Tuesday, alternating at the two churches.  The Friday Bell Club for Abingdon Boys School continues, while the early Friday evening practice sessions are very popular with learners and younger members.  Our regular outings for youngsters included a day trip to Cambridge, and we participated in the National Young Ringers Contest last July in London.
We have installed in the belfry a dedicated bell for the clock to enhance the hourly chimes.  This bell came from Long Crendon tower, being in effect a swap from their replacing it with one of St Helen’s old bells.

Our annual tower outing this year was efficiently organised by Becci.  We visited churches in and around Cirencester and enjoyed the opportunity, new for some, of ringing on twelve bells. 
At New Year it was our turn to host the popular Old North Berks Branch morning ringing meeting.  Our grand efforts with the refreshments and the raffle raised a useful profit to contribute to St Nicolas’ church towards the cost of replacing the well-worn rope bosses.
Thus at our “Christmas” dinner together at The Cosener’s House we were able to present a cheque to the Revd Paul Smith, who with Revd Charles Miller were our invited guests for the evening.
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We continue to concentrate on teaching younger recruits and they make a significant contribution to the ringing.  Phoebe, Izzy and Philip now ring on Sundays.  It was gratifying to be able to enter a youth band, as well as two more senior bands, for the Branch striking contest.  
We congratulate Becci and Matt Franklin on the recent birth of their son, Jasper.  Angela Smith is now in a care home in Abingdon and we are pleased to see her some Sunday mornings.  We elected two new members Abi and Rebecca to the Guild.  David Thomas left for university and has been elected Master of the Liverpool Universities Society of Change Ringers.
We congratulate out Training Leader on success in our gaining the Sarah Beacham Youth Group Award presented at the Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) AGM.  See http://ringingteachers.org/recognition/awards/2017/abingdon-society.  Our successful youth recruitment and training efforts are gaining local and national recognition.
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We have welcomed the occasional visiting ringers up the tower.  At the annual parish wedding fair many couples were shown the bells and some ringing.  We had a special evening for a local Guide company to see the bells (hand and tower) and what we do.  We are always happy to welcome members of the congregation or visitors up the tower or to entertain special requests for the bells to be rung.

	Brian Read
	March 2017


Abingdon Society of Bellringers

www.abingdonbells.org.uk 

MEMBERS 2017
The following 28 ringers from Abingdon are members this year of the Old North Berks Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild:

	Lisa Astbury
	Phoebe Astbury
	Josh Ball

	Sarah Barnes
	Hugh Bishop
	Margaret Brock

	Matthew Franklin
	Rebecca Franklin
	Abi Gibson

	Eluned Hallas
	Ieuan Hallas
	Peter Heritage

	Angela Martin
	Sophie Martin
	Priscilla Morris

	Isaac O’Shea
	Rebecca Peberdy
	Tim Pett

	Izzy Pindar
	Brian Read
	Susan Read

	Carole Sidlow
	Reg Sidlow
	David Thomas

	Jeanette Thomas
	Mark Walker
	Simon Yarrow

	Beryl Yeats
	
	


Richard Goold moved to the Bicester Branch.  Ryan Mills moved to the Oxford City Branch.

PEALS 2016 – 2017

Sunday, 17 April 2016, Milton, (St Blaise) Oxfordshire (6–3–26 in B)
Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Plain Bob Triples in 2h36
Composed by C Ravenscroft

Susan E M Read 1, Sophie L Martin (aged 12) 2, Brian J Read 3, Ieuan Hallas (aged 16) 4, Isaac J O'Shea 5, David L Thomas 6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7, Josh D Ball (aged 15) 8.
1st peal at first attempt 2,4,8.

Rung by an all Abingdon band.

[RW 5485/599 10-6-16 T2016/1491]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1002395
Tuesday, 13 September 2016, St Helen (16–0–0)
Oxford Diocesan Guild
5040 London No 3 Surprise Royal in 3h00

Composed by D F Morrison (no. 189a)

E John Wells 1, June D Wells 2, Colin M Turner 3, Beryl R Norris 4, John C Sheppard 5, Peter Bridle 6, W John Couperthwaite 7, Timothy G Pett (C) 8, Kenneth R Davenport 9, Bernard F L Groves 10.
500th peal together - 4, 5.
[RW 5502/1018 7-10-16 T2016/2666]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1025301
Saturday, 29 October 2016, St Helen (16–0–0)
Ancient Society of College Youths

5040 Spliced Surprise Royal in 2h59

6m: 3240 Bristol, 360 Cambridge, Ecclesfield, Lincolnshire, Rutland, Yorkshire, 53com, atw.

Composed by R LeMarechal

Stephen P Noyes 1, Roy LeMarechal (C) 2, John P Colliss 3, Susan E Marshall 4, Benjamin J Carey 5, Graham A C John 6, Kristian D Scudamore 7, Malcolm S Turner 8, R Mark Esbester 9, Edward P D Colliss 10.

[RW 5510/1215 2-12-16 T2016/3322]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1031318
Saturday, 24 December 2016, St Nicolas (7–1–18 in B♭)

St Blaise Society

5040 Spliced Surprise Minor (41m) in 2h30

(1-3) Carlisle, Northumberland, Whitley, Sandiacre, Wooler, Newcastle, Morpeth, Alnwick, Canterbury, Chester, Munden, London, Kelso, Lincoln, Coldstream, Cunecastre, Wells (4-7) Cambridge, Primrose, Ipswich, Norfolk, Bourne, Hull, York, Durham, Beverley, Berwick, Surfleet, Hexham, Norwich, Warkworth, Netherseale, Annable's London, Lightfoot, Rossendale, Wearmouth, Stamford, Westminster, Allendale, Bamborough, Bacup.

Composed by J S Warboys (SU0308, SU0403)

Nicola J Turner 1, Robert J Crocker 2, Susan E Marshall 3, Timothy G Pett 4, Peter G C Ellis (C) 5, Colin M Turner 6.
For the Crib Service.

Colin Turner's 7,000th peal.
[RW 5515/8 6-1-17 T2016/3879] & [RW 5516/34 13-1-17 T2016/3879]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1042013
Saturday, 4 March 2017, St Nicolas (7–1–18 in B♭)
Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Surprise Minor (7 Methods) in 2h33

1: London, 2: York, 3: Beverley, 4: Bourne, 5: Ipswich, 6: Westminster, 7: Cambridge

Jeffrey Knipe 1, Lesley A Knipe 2, Michael Hatchett 3, Timothy G Pett 4, Robert D S Brown 5, Stuart F Gibson (C) 6.

[RW 5526/277 24-3-17 T2017/0570]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1164242
QUARTER PEALS 2016 – 2017

10 April 2016, St Helen, 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major in 44 mins (16–0–0 in F)

Composed by Andrew J Rawlinson

Rebecca Franklin 1, Brian Read 2, Susan Read 3, Sarah Barnes 4, David Thomas (C) 5, Matthew Franklin 6, Tim Pett 7, Ryan Mills 8.
First in method: 4.

First Major as Conductor: 5.

Rung for the Evening Service.

[RW 5482/525 20-5-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1001593
1 May 2016, St Helen, 1320 Norwich Surprise Minor in 46 min. (16 cwt)

Sarah Barnes 1, Susan Read 2, Brian Read 3, Ryan Mills 4, David Thomas 5, Tim Pett (C) 6, Hugh Bishop 7.
Rung for evening service after meeting short for Major.
[RW 5486/628 17-6-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1005275
5 May 2016, St Nicolas, 1260 Plain and Little Bob Minor
Becci Franklin 1, Jeanette Thomas 2, Sarah Barnes 3, David Thomas 4, Matt Franklin 5, Tim Pett (C) 6.

Rung for the Ascension Day service.

[RW 5487/655 24-6-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1005782
21 May 2016, St Helen, 1280 Superlative Surprise Major in 44 min. (16–0–0 in F)

Composed by James P Ramsbottom

Susan Read 1, Alison T Merryweather-Clarke 2, Matthew Franklin 3, Sarah Barnes 4, Brian Read 5, Peter Heritage 6, Ryan Mills 7, David Thomas (C) 8.
First quarter peal of Superlative: 2, 4, 8.

Rung for the church festival of "The Hope Within Us".
[RW 5487/658 24-6-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1008323
12 June 2016, St Helen, 1260 Grandsire Triples in 43 min. (16 cwt)

Jeanette Thomas 1, Sarah Barnes 2, Margaret Brock 3, Peter Heritage 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Tim Pett (C) 6,  David Thomas 7, Rosanna Cretney 8.
For the official 90th birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
[RW 5494/832 12-8-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1013081
16 July 2016, St Helen, 1259 Grandsire Caters in 43 min. (16–0–0)

View composition http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/comp.php?id=2251002 
David L Thomas 1, Thomas I Moller 2, Robert C Beavis 3, Aaron L Moulder 4, Lucy Gwynne 5, Isaac O'Shea 6, John Gwynne 7, Simon W Edwards (C) 8, Adrian C Malton 9,  Anthony M Bulteel 10.
A birthday compliment to Aaron.
Circles Tower: 1
[RW 5495/854 19-8-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1017296
11 September 2016, St Helen, 1259 Grandsire Caters in 44 min. (16–0–0)

Rebecca Franklin 1, Priscilla Morris 2, Susan Read 3, Sarah Barnes 4, Rosanna Cretney 5, Isaac O'Shea 6, Matthew Franklin 7, David Thomas (C) 8, Tim Pett 9, Brian Read 10.
First on 10: 4, 5.

First Caters as Conductor: 8.

Rung with the best wishes of the band to Alison and Ian Miles of St Helen's for their Silver Wedding Anniversary.
[RW 5502/1030 7-10-16] [RW 5503/1057 14-10-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1025025
6 November 2016, St Helen, 1280 Plain Bob Major in 48 min. (16 cwt)

Priscilla Morris 1, Susan Read 2, Hugh Bishop 3, Brian Read 4, Sarah Barnes 5, Peter Heritage 6, Tim Pett 7, Isaac O'Shea (C) 8.
1st on 8 as conductor.

Rung half-muffled in memory of David Beacham who was a cousin of the conductor's grandmother.
[RW 5522/191 24-02-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1032481
13 November 2016, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Triples in 47 min. (10–3–20 in G)

Becci Franklin 1, Priscilla Morris 2, Margaret Brock 3, Matt Franklin 4, Hugh Bishop 5, Sarah Barnes 6, Isaac O’Shea (C) 7, Josh Ball 8.
Rung on the minor 8, half-muffled, for Remembrance Sunday.
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1034134
2 February 2017, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 37 min.
Susan Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, John Pusey 5-6, Joe Norton (C) 7-8.

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1160497
19 February 2017, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 37 min. (5–3–26 in C)

Phoebe Astbury 1, Susan Read 2, Sarah Barnes 3, Brian Read 4, Isaac O'Shea (C) 5, Lisa Astbury 6. 

First quarter: 6.

First quarter away from tenor: 1.

First doubles as conductor.

Rung with the band's congratulations to Matt and Becci Franklin on the birth of their son Jasper.

For Choral Evensong.
[RW 5524/229 10-03-17]

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1162843
17 March 2017, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 40 min. (6 cwt)

Susan Read 1, Brian Read 2, Hugh Bishop 3, Edward Walker 4, Isaac O'Shea (C) 5, Abi Gibson 6. 

First quarter: 6.

Rung half-muffled in memory of Debbie Pimm, grandmother of the sixth.
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1165948
25 March 2017, St Helen, 1440 London No.3 Surprise Royal in 53min. (16‑0​‑0 in F)

Janet E John 1, Beryl R Norris 2, Joanne P Druce 3, Timothy G Pett 4, Josie S Irving 5, Anna E Sherwood 6, Joanna E Knight 7, D Giles Winter 8, Graham A C John 9, Colin G Newman (C) 10.
A very slightly belated 17th birthday complement to Anna Sherwood.

First in method – 6
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/comp.php?id=2260507
1440 London No.3 Surprise Royal

M W H

- - -

-

Repeat

Other Quarters

6 September 2016, St Giles, Oxford, 1264 Plain Bob Major in 40 min. (15 in C)

Susan Read 1-2, Alexander E Holroyd 3-4, Tim Pett (C) 5-6, David Thomas 7-8.
1st quarter on more than 4 handbells - 7-8.

Rung in St Giles church whilst the church was open to the public during the annual fair.
[RW 5502/1032 7-10-16] [RW 5503/1059 14-10-16]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1024204
