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1
Commentary

Statement of Financial Activities

When we receive donations from visitors to our towers, we are accepting the money on behalf of the churches concerned.  We have to account to the churches for their donations and anything we may spend out of those donations on behalf of the churches.

The money belonging to our two churches and to our Society may be seen as columns on the left hand side of the Statement of Financial Activities (or SOFA).

The total of those three columns may be seen on the right hand side, together with the corresponding amounts for the previous years.  Those two columns show that both our income and our costs as a society were lower than the previous year.  Our deficit for 2016 was £554 (2015 surplus £517), and our net current assets stood at £3,496 (2015 £4,050).  The figures are analysed most effectively in the Alternative Presentation of the accounts.

Alternative Presentation of Accounts

The St Helens Fund income comes from visitors and peal fees, £217 (2015 £411), but we spent £1,072 on tower maintenance including eight new ropes (£950) and the insurance of the St Helens handbells leaving a deficit of £854 (2015 surplus £288) contributing to the balance on the fund of £1,012 (2015, £1,866) belonging to St Helens.  I propose that we should pay this money to the church for the Bell Fund so that the maximum can be obtained in interest on the money.
The St Nicolas fund had income from visitors and peal fees of £54 (2015 £54), which increased the balance in the fund to £333 (2015: £278).  At our tower dinner in January we donated the content of the fund to St Nicolas Church toward the work on the rope bosses.
The General (or Ringers) Fund shows the money belonging to our society.  This year, as usual, most of our income came from the part of wedding income we keep back.  There were a more average number of weddings than in previous years (2016: 15, 2015: 9, 2014: 16 weddings).  The surplus on weddings was £398 (2015 £202), on average £26 (2015: £22) per wedding.  

We aim to break even on our handbell tune ringing each autumn and charge the team to help pay for the use of the Church Centre for our practices.  In 2016 we didn’t charge enough for the hall and had a small handbell deficit of £23 (2015 surplus £47).

In 2015 we held two ART courses at St Helen’s, Abingdon (2015: 1 ART course at Longcot), teaching new teachers of bell ringing.  We made a surplus, £149 (2015: deficit £14) on ART courses.
Overall the General (or Ringers) Fund had a surplus of £246 (2015 surplus £175) in the year and brought the fund total to £2,151 (2014: £1,905). 

If you have any questions about the accounts, please do ask me.

Susan Read, Treasurer, Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers, March 2017
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GeneralSt HelensSt Nicolas

For the year to 31 December 2016

Year to

Year to Year to

Fund Fund Fund 31/12/2016

31/12/2015 31/12/2014

Note 1 Voluntary income - donations received

60.00        -           -           Donations received unrelated to towers 60.00              

61.50                   64.00                  

60.00        -           -           Total Voluntary income - donations received 60.00              

61.50                   64.00                  

£   £   £  Note 2 Fundraising Income £  

£   £  

50.00        -           -           Handbell performances 50.00              

136.10                 157.50                

-           -           -           Income from tower outings, dinners, etc. -                 

-                        65.00                  

50.00        -           -           Total Fundraising Income 50.00              

136.10                 222.50                

Note 3 Incoming resources from ringing £  

£   £  

2,026.00   -           -           Wedding / funeral income 2,026.00         

1,094.00              2,075.50             

280.00      -           -           ODG subscriptions received 280.00            

208.00                 182.00                

70.00        -           -           Tower learner donations 70.00              

115.00      -           -           Handbell Ringers donations received 115.00            

120.00                 -                       

-           -           -           HRGB subscriptions received -                 

-                        -                       

735.00      -           -           Income from training events 735.00            

360.00                 1,122.00             

-           57.50       30.00       Donations by visiting ringers, etc. 87.50              

248.81                 172.73                

-           160.00      24.00       Peal fees received 184.00            

216.00                 240.00                

-           -           -           Grants received -                 

-                        -                       

3,226.00   217.50      54.00       Total Incoming resources from ringing 3,497.50         

2,246.81              3,792.23             

Note 4 Fundraising costs £  

£   £  

-           -           -           Expenses of handbell ringing -                 

-                        29.94                  

-           -           -           Outing/dinner expenses -                 

-                        75.00                  

-           -           -           Total Fundraising costs -                 

-                        104.94                

Note 5 Costs of ringing £  

£   £  

1,628.00   -           -           Expenses to wedding / funeral ringers 1,628.00         

892.00                 1,673.00             

280.00      -           -           Subscriptions to ODG 280.00            

208.00                 182.00                

655.90      -           -           Costs of training events 655.90            

374.45                 1,045.05             

56.32        73.99       -           Handbell insurance (see Note 9 below) 130.31            

130.42                 131.50                

-           -           -           Membership of HRGB -                 

12.00                   24.00                  

-           998.00      -           998.00             49.49                   98.40                  

16.78        -           -           Tower computer system 16.78              

-                        8.38                     

132.00      -           -           Hall hire and other handbell costs 132.00            

140.00                 120.00                

95.49        -           -           Learner booklets/leaflets 95.49              

36.75                   -                       

2,864.49   1,071.99   -           Total Costs of ringing 3,936.48         

1,843.11              3,282.33             

0             

Note 6 Charitable donations made £  

£   £  

100.00      -           -           Donations, ODG Bell Fund 100.00            

100.00                 200.00                

100.00      -           -           Donations to ART 100.00            

20.00        -           -           Sponsorship of members on ringing courses 20.00              

-                        -                       

-           -           -           Donations, specific towers -                 

-                        200.00                

-           -           -           Donations, Abingdon, St Helen -                 

-                        30.00                  

-           -           -           Donations, Abingdon, St Nicolas -                 

-                        -                       

-           -           -           Other donations given -                 

-                        -                       

220.00      -           -           Total Charitable donations made 220.00            

100.00                 430.00                

-          

Note 7 Governance costs £  

£   £  

-           -           -           Postage -                 

-                        12.36                  

16.99        -           -           Sundry expenses 16.99              

-                        0.18                     

16.99        -           -           Total Governance costs 16.99              

-                        12.54                  

-          

Note 8 Cash at bank and in hand

195.97      1,011.87   332.70      Current account, Santander plc 1,540.54         

1,336.51              645.57                

1,955.29   -           -           CCLA Church of England deposit account 1,955.29         

2,893.34              2,877.69             

2,151.26   1,011.87   332.70      Totals 3,495.83         

4,229.85              3,523.26             

-          

Note 9 Handbell insurance

22 handbells (including those not in working order) 

having replacement value of £6k Malmark, £9k  £  

£   £  

Taylors or £10k Whitechapel.

We insure based on the Malmark valuation.

-           73.99       -           Premium paid for year ending 31-Aug 73.99              

73.38                   74.88                  

56.32        -           -           Insurance of Read handbells 56.32              

57.04                   56.62                  

56.32        73.99       -           Total handbell insurance 130.31            

130.42                 131.50                

Repairs & renewals - Eight ropes, £950, wood for six 

stays, £48



Continued, Notes to the Accounts

[image: image3.emf]Note 10 Wedding fees in previous years

This is provided to inform the argument over what should be charged in future

Year

No of 

weddings

Fee St 

Helen

Fee St 

Nicolas

Paid to 

Abingdon 

ringers

Paid to other 

ringers

2013 17 130 98 13 15

2014 16 134 101 13 15

2015 9 138 104 14 15

2016 15 140 106 14 15

Agreed by St Helens DCC, proposed to St Nicolas church:

2017 142 108 14 15
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For the year to 31 December 2016

Year to Year to Year to

Year to Year to

31/12/2016 31/12/2015 31/12/2014

31/12/2013 31/12/2012

ST HELENS FUND

£   £   £  

£   £  

St Helen's income

Donations by visiting ringers, etc. 57.50  218.81  144.73 

104.00  145.50 

Peal fees 160.00  192.00  240.00 

170.00  160.00 

St Helen's income 217.50  410.81  384.73 

274.00  305.50 

St Helen's expenses

St Helens' handbell insurance, repairs (73.99) (73.38) (74.88)

(40.42) (117.14)

Tower bell repairs & renewals (see below) (998.00) (49.49) (98.40)

(179.79) (205.36)

St Helen's expenses (1,071.99) (122.87) (173.28)

(220.21) (322.50)

Net St Helen's income (854.49) 287.94  211.45 

53.79  (17.00)

St Helens Fund balance b/fwd 1,866.36  1,578.42  1,366.97 

1,313.18  1,330.18 

ST HELENS FUND CLOSING BALANCE 1,011.87  1,866.36  1,578.42 

1,366.97  1,313.18 

-                   -                   -                  

Tower bell repairs & renewals this year :

Wood for six stays 48.00

Set of eight new ropes 950.00

Total year to date 998.00

ST NICOLAS FUND

£   £   £  

£   £  

St Nicolas income

Donations by visiting ringers, etc. 30.00  30.00  28.00 

0.00  55.00 

Peal fees 24.00  24.00  0.00 

24.00  24.00 

Income from ringing 54.00  54.00  28.00 

24.00  79.00 

St Nicolas expenses

Tower bell repairs & renewals 0.00  0.00  0.00 

(3.99) 0.00 

Net St Nicolas income 54.00  54.00  28.00 

20.01  79.00 

St Nicolas Fund balance b/fwd 278.70  224.70  196.70 

176.69  97.69 

ST NICOLAS FUND CLOSING BALANCE 332.70  278.70  224.70 

196.70  176.69 
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Year to Year to Year to

Year to Year to

31/12/2016 31/12/2015 31/12/2014

31/12/2013 31/12/2012

INCOME RELATED ACTIVITIES £   £   £  

£   £  

Wedding/funeral income received from churches 2,026.00  1,094.00  2,075.50 

2,113.00  1,472.00 

Wedding/funeral expenses paid to ringers (1,628.00) (892.00) (1,673.00)

(1,754.00) (1,217.50)

Net income, weddings 398.00  202.00  402.50 

359.00  254.50 

Number of weddings 15 9 16

17 13

Average income per wedding 26.53 22.44 25.16

21.12 19.58

Handbell income 50.00  136.10  157.50 

130.00  140.00 

Receipts from handbell ringers toward hall 115.00  120.00 

Read handbell insurance (56.32) (57.04) (56.62)

(52.17) (52.17)

Handbell hall and other costs (132.00) (140.00) (120.00)

(116.25) (6.39)

Subs received for HRGB 0.00  0.00  0.00 

10.00  0.00 

Membership of HRGB 0.00  (12.00) (24.00)

(24.00) (20.00)

Handbell expenses 0.00  0.00  (29.94)

0.00  0.00 

Net income / (cost) of handbells (23.32) 47.06  (73.06)

(52.42) 61.44 

Outing/dinner income 0.00  0.00  65.00 

80.00  0.00 

Outing/dinner expenses 0.00  0.00  (75.00)

(95.00) 0.00 

Surplus on outings/dinners 0.00  0.00  (10.00)

(15.00) 0.00 

Income from Training events 805.00  360.00  1,122.00 

0.00  0.00 

Costs of Training events (655.90) (374.45) (1,045.05)

0.00  0.00 

Surplus on Training events 149.10  (14.45) 76.95 

0.00  0.00 

Donations received unrelated to towers 60.00  61.50  64.00 

21.99  58.00 

Bank interest 11.95  15.65  15.43 

15.73  17.74 

Surplus on other items 71.95  77.15  79.43 

37.72  75.74 

Surplus on activities 595.73  311.76  475.82 

445.55  398.07 

OTHER COSTS

ODG subscriptions received 280.00  208.00  182.00 

198.00  146.00 

Subscriptions to ODG (280.00) (208.00) (182.00)

(206.00) (158.00)

Tower computer system (16.78) 0.00  (8.38)

0.00  0.00 

Learner booklets/leaflets (95.49) (36.75) 0.00 

(14.00) (10.00)

Donations, ODG Bell Fund (100.00) (100.00) (200.00)

(200.00) (100.00)

Donations, ART (100.00)

Sponsorship of members on ringing courses (20.00) 0.00  0.00 

(5.00) 0.00 

Donations, Abingdon, St Helen 0.00  0.00  (30.00)

0.00  0.00 

Donations, Abingdon, St Nicolas 0.00  0.00  0.00 

0.00  (200.00)

Donations to other towers 0.00  0.00  (200.00)

(200.00) 0.00 

Postage 0.00  0.00  (12.36)

0.00  (6.00)

Bank charges 0.00  0.00  (0.18)

0.00  0.00 

Other costs (16.99) 0.00  0.00 

0.00  (14.55)

Total other income and costs (349.26) (136.75) (450.92)

(543.25) (348.94)

General fund surplus/(deficit) 246.47  175.01  24.90 

(97.70) 49.13 

General fund balance b/fwd 1,904.79  1,729.78  1,704.88 

1,802.58  1,753.45 

GENERAL FUND CLOSING BALANCE 2,151.26  1,904.79  1,729.78 

1,704.88  1,802.58 
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Balance Sheet as at 31 Dec 2016

Notes

Held by 

ringers

Held by 

Church Total fund

Assets

£   £   £  

CBF 627019003F Bell fund 0  3,637  3,637 

CBF 627019008S Bell Fund 0  10,594  10,594 

Investments 0  14,231  14,231 

Current assets

VAT reclaimable 0  60  60 

CBF 627019001D Bell Fund 0  2,030  2,030 

Church Current Account 61580333 0  (3,238) (3,238)

Bell Ringers Fund 1,012  0  1,012 

Liabilities

Trade creditors 0  0  0 

Cash and bank including bellringers funds 1,012  (1,148) (136)

Net Current Assets, Bell Fund 1,012  13,083  14,095 

Reserves

Reserves b/fwd Bell fund 1,866  12,763  14,629 

Surplus, year to date (854) 320  (534)

Accumulated Funds 1,012  13,083  14,095 

Income & Expenditure account

Year to 31 Dec 2016

Notes

Held by 

ringers

Held by 

Church Total fund

Income £ £ £

Interest 627019001D Bell fund 0  6  6 

Inv inc 627019003F Bell Fund 0  150  150 

Inv inc 627019008S Bell fund 0  309  309 

Interest on investments and deposits 0  465  465 

Donations received 1 218  0  218 

Gain or loss on investment 0  1,248  1,248 

Total income 218  1,712  1,930 

Expenditure

Major Works (bell fund) 0  0  0 

Maintenance of bells and fittings 2 (122) (2,342) (2,464)

Transfers (950) 950  0 

Total costs (1,072) (1,392) (2,464)

Net surplus year to date (854) 320  (534)

Balance b/fwd 01 Jan 2016 1,866  12,763  14,629 

Balance c/fwd 31 Dec 2016 1,012  13,083  14,095 

Notes to the accounts

Held by 

ringers

Held by 

Church Total fund

Note 1, Donations to Bell Fund

£ £ £

Peal and visitor donations 218  0  218 

Total year  218  0  218 

Note 2, Maintenance of bells and fittings

£ £ £

Church handbell insurance 74  0  74 

Church bell inspection / maintenance 0  234  234 

Wood for stays and manufactured stays 48  127  175 

Bell ropes 0  950  950 

Hammer for clock bell 0  1,140  1,140 

Bell rope repairs 0  169  169 

VAT reclaimed 0  (278) (278)

Total year 122  2,342  2,464 

Susan Read 24 Mar 2017
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