Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

Tower Captain’s Report for 2018 AGM

Abingdon has a large and active band, ringing the ten bells at St Helen’s and the six bells at St Nicolas’ every Sunday morning.  Attendance is good and we achieve a good standard, though there is always scope for improvement!  During the year we rang for fewer weddings.  Lists of the year’s peals and quarters are appended below.  Regular handbell quarters now feature. Some peal attempts at St Helen’s failed.  Joe and Dan rang their first quarter.  Our more advanced youngsters, David, Isaac and Sophie, now often ring peals. 

The regular practice night is Tuesday, alternating at the two churches.  The Friday Bell Club for Abingdon Boys School is prospering with new learners, while the early Friday evening practice sessions are popular with learners and younger members.  We continue to concentrate on teaching younger recruits and they make a significant contribution to the ringing.  Josh and Sophie achieved ART Level 5.  Our regular outings for youngsters continue, and we participated in the National Young Ringers Contest last July in Birmingham.
Our annual tower outing this year was very well organised by Lisa.  We visited Stratford-upon-Avon and churches in the Cotswolds.  To finish we accredited ourselves well on the twelve bells in the campanile at Evesham.
Thanks to Margaret’s efforts, we successfully tried a new venue, Bella Napoli, for our “Christmas” dinner in February.  Lisa hosted an enjoyable barbecue in July.
We congratulate Rebecca Peberdy on the birth of her son, Eric.  It’s good to see them both at Sunday morning ringing.  We are pleased too to still see our senior member, Angela Smith.
The distressing accident in January was widely reported in the news media.  A broken stay unfortunately led to significant injury to a learner.  Thankfully he is now fully recovered.  I am grateful for the support of the Church Wardens in managing the aftermath.  The summary and recommendations from their thorough review are appended.

Visiting bands included a fine practice night with the Oxford Society.  More generally, we continue to welcome anyone interested up the tower to see the bells and ringing.
	Brian Read
	April 2018


Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers

www.abingdonbells.org.uk 

MEMBERS 2018
The following 30 ringers from Abingdon are members this year of the Old North Berks Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild:

	Lisa Astbury 
	Phoebe Astbury 
	Josh Ball 
	Sarah Barnes

	Hugh Bishop
	Margaret Brock
	Jeanette Davey
	Matthew Franklin

	Rebecca Franklin
	Daniel Gillett
	Joseph Gillett
	Eluned Hallas

	Ieuan Hallas
	Peter Heritage
	Angela Martin
	Sophie Martin

	Ryan Mills
	Priscilla Morris
	Isaac O’Shea
	Rebecca Peberdy

	Tim Pett
	Brian Read
	Susan Read
	Carole Sidlow

	Reg Sidlow
	David Thomas
	Jeanette Thomas
	Mark Walker

	Simon Yarrow
	Beryl Yeats
	


Daniel and Joseph Gillett and Jeanette Davey are newly elected members.  Ryan Mills moved back to Abingdon and resumed membership of this branch.  Izzy Pindar decided to give up ringing from June 2017 and Abi Gibson moved away.
Bell Ringing Accident 19 January 2018

Safety Review 1-Feb-2018.

Summary and Recommendations

The training of bell ringers is of good quality and has won national awards. We are satisfied that the supervision and training arrangements for ringers are to a high standard with a strong health and safety underpinning. The bells are similarly regularly maintained and are safe. We believe that the accident arose when bell 8 was pulled too hard following a momentary loss of concentration when a clapper stay fell from bell 3, and that there is no negligence or fault on the part of any member of the bell team.

We recommend that the Tower Captain and ringing teachers continue to remind all ringers, both novices and experienced, of the hazards and safety procedures.

We recommend that the registration information should be completed for all adult ringers, and that it should include contact information.

We recommend that a procedure be introduced to ensure that the risk assessment is reviewed periodically. This should be at the same time as all other safety material in the church is reviewed.

We recommend that the bell ringing team reconsider, with specialised advice if needed, if any personal protective equipment is needed for bell work. St Helen’s church should fund any equipment needed.

Norman Gee, Linda Hobbs, Churchwardens

PEALS 2017 – 2018
Tuesday, 24 October 2017, St Helen (16–0–0 in F)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Spliced Surprise Royal in 3 hr

(8m: 720 Bristol, Cambridge, Lincolnshire, London No 3, Pudsey, Yorkshire; 360 Rutland, Superlative No 2; 125 com, atw)

Composed by D F Morrison (No 4068) 

Robert H Newton 1, Beryl R Norris 2, Patricia M Newton 3, Anna E Sherwood 4, Peter Bridle 5, Bernard F L Groves 6, W John Couperthwaite (C) 7, Ian G Campbell 8, Colin G Newman 9, Graham A C John 10. 

First peal of Spliced Surprise Royal: 4.

[RW 5559/1111 10-11-17 T2017/2988]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1193564
Sunday, 24 December 2017, St Nicolas (7–1–18 in B♭)

Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Minor in 2h30
(7m: 720 each of Beverley S, Surfleet S, Ipswich S, Bourne S, Cambridge S, St Clements Bob and Plain Bob)

Josh D Ball 1, June D Wells 2, E John Wells 3, Sophie L Martin 4, Isaac J O'Shea 5, Timothy G Pett (C) 6.
1st peal of Minor - 1, 4.
[RW 5568/34 12-1-18 T2017/3692]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1204552
Saturday, 13 January 2018, St Nicolas (7–1–18 in B♭)
Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Stedman Doubles in 2hr28
15 callings

Alan M Eyles 1, John Pladdys (C) 2, David L Thomas 3, Isaac J O'Shea 4, Timothy G Pett 5, Simon W Edwards 6.
First Stedman Doubles: 1,3,4,5

Completes Stedman family: 3, 5
[RW 5571/106 2-2-18 T2018/0132]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1206944
Saturday, 21 April 2018, St Helen (16–0–0 in F)
Oxford Diocesan Guild

5040 Cambridge Surprise Royal in 3h01
Composed by Philip A B Saddleton 

E John Wells 1, Sophie L Martin 2, June D Wells 3, Anna E Sherwood 4, Josie S Irving 5, Nicholas J Clarke 6, Timothy G Pett (C) 7, Kenneth R Davenport 8, David L Thomas 9, Colin G Newman 10. 

First peal of Royal (aged 14) - 2.
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1228517
QUARTER PEALS 2017 – 2018
23 April 2017, St Helen, 1276 Cambridge Surprise Minor in 43 min. (16–0–0 in F)

Josh Ball 1, Sophie Martin 2, Brian Read 3, Sarah Barnes 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Tim Pett (C) 6.

For evening service on St George's Day.

First of treble-dodging - 1; first of Surprise - 2.

[RW 5539/634 23-06-17]

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1169872
29 April 2017, St Helen, 1280 Bristol Surprise Royal in 47 min. (16–0–0 in F)

Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild

Christine R Hill 1, Oliver Chaloner 2, Ali Hunt 3, John Hawes 4, Daniel Graham 5, Kieran Downer 6, Ian Hunt 7, Pip Dillistone 8, Kristian D Scudamore 9, Peter W Hill (C) 10.

First of Bristol Royal - 6, 7

1/4

[RW 5536/558 2-06-17]

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1170612
11 June 2017, St Helen, 1280 Lincolnshire Surprise Major in 45min. (16–0–0 in F)

Hugh Bishop 1, Peter Heritage 2, Brian Read 3, Sarah Barnes 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Matt Franklin 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, David Thomas 8.

1st in the method - 4, 5

[RW 5543/726 21-07-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1175852
27 August 2017, St Helen, 1280 Rutland Surprise Major in 45 min. (16–0–0 in F)

Hugh Bishop 1, Anne Franklin 2, Sarah Barnes 3, Brian Read 4, Matt Franklin 5, Isaac O'Shea 6, Peter Heritage 7, Tim Pett (C) 8.
1st quarter in the method - 3, 6
[RW 5553/969 29-09-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1186233
10 September 2017, St Helen, 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major in 45 min. (16‑0‑0 in F)

Susan Read 1, Sophie Martin 2, Hugh Bishop 3, Sarah Barnes 4, David Thomas 5, Brian Read 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, Isaac O'Shea 8.
1st quarter of Surprise Major - 2.  For Evening Service and with best wishes to the Rev Charles Miller for a full recovery.

[RW 5554/994 6-10-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1188006
24 September 2017, St Helen, 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major in 44 min. (16‑0‑0 in F)

Hugh Bishop 1, Sophie Martin 2, Susan Read 3, Brian Read 4, Sarah Barnes 5, Peter Heritage 6, Tim Pett 7, Isaac O'Shea (C) 8.
1st quarter of Cambridge Major - 2 and as conductor.

Rung for the 150th anniversary of the dedication of St Michael's Church in this parish.
[RW 5557/1069 27-10-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1189517
13 October 2017, St Helen, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 40 min. (6 cwt)

Daniel Gillett 1, Susan Read 2, Sophie Martin 3, Brian Read 4, Isaac O'Shea (C) 5, Joe Gillett 6. 

First quarter: 1 and 6.

On the day of the funeral in this church of Councillor Janet Morgan.
[RW 5557/1067 27-10-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1191840
29 October 2017, St Helen, 1280 Pudsey Surprise Major in 44 min. (16–0–0 in F)

Susan Read 1, Sophie Martin 2, Sarah Barnes 3, Brian Read 4, Matt Franklin 5, Ryan Mills 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, Isaac O'Shea 8.
First blows in the method 2, 3 & 8.
[RW 5564/1238 15-12-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1194255
12 November 2017, St Helen, 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major in 48 min. (16‑0‑0 in F)

Susan Read 1, Sophie Martin 2, Brian Read 3, Matt Franklin 4, Ryan Mills 5, Peter Heritage 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, Isaac O'Shea 8. 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday.
[RW 5563/1210 8-12-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1196683
26 November 2017, St Helen, 1272 Surprise Minor in 39 min. (5–3–26)
(2m: 720 London, 552 Norwich)

Josh Ball 1, Susan Read 3, Brian Read 3, Sophie Martin 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Tim Pett (C) 6.
1st quarter in these methods - 4, 5
[RW 5568/38 12-2-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1199770
10 December 2017, St Nicolas, 1296 Surprise Minor in 39 min. (7–1–18 in B♭)

(2m: 720 Beverley & 576 Cambridge)

Josh Ball 1, Susan Read 2, Brian Read 3, Sophie Martin 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Tim Pett (C) 6.
Rung for the Patronal Festival Evensong.

[RW 5571/110 2-2-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1202213
17 December 2017, St Nicolas, 1260 Plain Bob Minor in 38 min. (7–1–18 in B♭)

Isaac O'Shea 1, Simon Yarrow 2, Josh Ball 3, Brian Read 4, Sophie Martin 5, Matt Franklin (C) 6.
First quarter inside: 3.

Rung for the Carol Service.
[RW 5570/87 26-1-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1203446
11 March 2018, St Helen, 1280 London Surprise Major in 44 min. (16–0–0 in F)

Nicola Turner 1, Sophie Martin 2, Alison Merryweather-Clarke 3, Stuart Gibson 4, Ryan Mills 5, Nick Clarke 6, Tim Pett (C) 7, David Thomas 8.

First blows in the method - 2.

First quarter of London S Major and completes the standard 8 - 3.
[RW 5581/357 13-4-18]
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1220903
Other Quarters

15 July 2017, West Hanney, 1279 Doubles (4m/1v) in 45 min. (18–1–9 in E)

240 each St Simon's, St Martin's, April Day, Plain Bob and Grandsire; 79 Grandsire

Josh Ball 1, Nick Clarke 2, Sarah Barnes 3, David Thomas (C) 4, Isaac O'Shea 5, Reg Sidlow 6. 

50th together: 4 and 5.

Rung half-muffled in memory of Clifford Judge, grandfather of Isaac on the first anniversary of his death.

[RW 5545/774 4-8-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1180444
4 February 2018, Kirtlington, 1344 Cambridge Surprise Major in 49 min. (16‑1‑19 in E)

Composed by Isaac O'Shea

Susan Read 1, Sarah Barnes 2, Peter Heritage 3, Sophie Martin 4, John Pusey 5, Tim Pett 6, Andrew Baxter 7, Isaac O'Shea (C) 8.
For Evensong and with the band's best wishes to Ashley Monck on his 18th birthday.
[RW 5576/235 9-3-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1212305
Handbells

4 May 2017, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1260 Plain Bob Royal in 46min.

Timothy G Pett 1-2, Susan E M Read 3-4, John G Pusey 5-6, Rosanna Cretney 7-8, Joe Norton (C) 9-10.

First on ten handbells: 3–4, 9–10.

First of Royal, and first on more than six handbells: 7–8.

First on ten as conductor.

Rung for Star Wars Day.

[RW 5559/1114 10-11-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1171156
25 May 2017, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 42min.

Susan E M Read 1-2, Rosanna Cretney 3-4, John G Pusey 5-6, Joe Norton (C) 7-8.

Rung to congratulate Zoë Williams on submitting her mammoth project.

[RW 5559/1114 10-11-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1173350
16 July 2017, Abingdon (20 St Amand Drive), 1260 Plain Bob Minor in 31 min. (15 in C)

Composed by Traditional 
Isaac O'Shea 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, David Thomas (C) 5-6.

First quarter on Isaac's bells.

The band wishes to associate Len Porter and George Vant with this performance.

[RW 5547/821 18-08-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1180657

720: WHW x6 single halfway and end

540: WHW, 2sH x3

29 July 2017, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1344 Plain Bob Major in 40 min. (15 in C)

Composed by Traditional

Susan Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, David Thomas 5-6, Isaac O'Shea (C) 7-8.
First on 8 in hand: 7-8.  First on a middle pair: 5-6.

First 8 bell quarter on Isaac's handbells.

Rung as an 18th birthday compliment to the conductor.
[RW 5549/873 1-09-17]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1181990
18 January 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1260 Plain Bob Royal in 50 min. (16 B♭)

Susan E M Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, Rosanna Cretney 5-6, John G Pusey 7-8, Joe Norton (C) 9-10.

[RW 5575/206 2-3-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1207486
1 February 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1312 Kent Treble Bob Major in 40 min. (12)

Susan Read 1-2, John Pusey 3-4, Joe Norton 5-6, Tim Pett (C) 7-8.

[RW 5573/160 16-2-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1211465
22 February 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1260 St Clement's College Bob Minor in 31 min. (9 B♭)

Susan E M Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, Joe Norton (C) 5-6.
Rung to celebrate the 70th birthday of Pete Tombs.
[RW 5578/283 23-3-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1216583
22 February 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1260 Plain and Little Bob Minor in 30 min. (9 B♭)

360 Little, 900 Plain. 6 com

Susan E M Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, Joe Norton (C) 5-6.

[RW 5578/283 23-3-18]
http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1216587
15 March 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 37 min. (9 B♭)

Composed by Joe Norton

Susan E M Read 1-2, John G Pusey 3-4, Joe Norton (C) 5-6, Tim Pett 7-8.
With best wishes for Bernard Masterman, currently on life support.
[RW 5581/357 13-4-18]
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1222273
29 March 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1264 Plain Bob Major in 37 min. (9 B♭)

Tim Pett 1-2, Susan E M Read 3-4, John G Pusey 5-6, Joe Norton (C) 7-8.

[RW 5582/380 20-4-18]
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1224312
30 March 2018, Abingdon (30 St Amand Drive), 1344 Plain Bob Major in 42 min. (9 B♭)

Susan Read 1-2, Tim Pett 3-4, David Thomas (C) 5-6, Sophie Martin 7-8.
First in hand: 7-8.
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1224530
