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Abingdon has a large and active band, ringing the ten bells at St Helen’s and the six bells at St Nicolas’ every Sunday morning plus other services by arrangement.  Attendance is good and we achieve a high standard.  There were again fewer weddings to ring for this year.  On occasion we are asked to toll the tenor bell as the mourners arrive before a funeral.
The national Ringing Remembers celebration of the hundredth anniversary of the Armistice was observed on Remembrance Sunday with a lunchtime bells party at St Nicolas’ and later an excellent half-muffled quarter peal of Grandsire Caters at St Helen’s.  You may have heard St Nicolas’ bells ring out during the bun throwing.
The regular practice night is Tuesday, alternating at the two churches, while the early Friday evening practice sessions, mainly for learners and younger members.  We organised six outings during school holidays for youngsters.  (A recent visit to Thame was featured on Channel 5 news.)  Two of our band were in the winning Diocesan team for the National Youth Contest last July in London.  We are happy to teach girls and boys (from age 10) who may be interested in learning to handle a bell and join in.
We continue to concentrate on teaching younger recruits.  Philip now rings with us on Sundays.  Two older ones, Sophie and Josh, who qualified at level 5 of the Learning To Ring course, enjoyed a weekend of intensive tuition from the experts in Birmingham.
We continue to host each Friday afternoon a visit of a group of boys with two masters from Abingdon School for learning-to-ring teaching sessions.  This after school activity is thriving, with significant progress to report.  The boys were pleased to ring for their school carol service at St Helen’s.
The ringers are always happy to welcome members of the congregation or visitors up the tower or to entertain special requests for the bells to be rung.
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