Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers
Report of training activities 2018
A
Friday training practice attendance 2018:

Abingdon Boys School 4.00 – 5.00 pm
We run weekly Friday practices from 4.15 – 5 pm for Abingdon Boys School boys with the help of the two teachers (both good ringers).  We are pleased at the number of boys who come with great enthusiasm week by week.  
	Name
	Home tower
	Started ringing
	Ceased ringing with us

	Joe Nicholas 2
	(Lives Wallingford)
	Sep 16
	

	Francesco Bartolini 2
	(Lives Abingdon)
	Sep 16
	

	Philip Kimber 2
	Abingdon
	Apr 16
	

	Thomas Chorley 2
	Sunningwell
	Sep 17
	

	Jack Higgs 2
	South Stoke
	Sep 17
	

	Thomas Roskell 2
	Weston-on-the-Green
	Jan 18
	

	Reggie Lambert 2
	
	Apr 18
	

	Jacob Eaton 2
	
	Sep 18
	Oct 2018

	Izzy Anderson-Besant 2
	Benson
	Oct 18
	


Teachers:

	Adam Jenkins 
	Oliver Lomax 
	Brian Read
	Susan Read


Abingdon Society of Bell Ringers 5.00 – 6.30 pm
Our Abingdon local learner practice starts at 5 pm on Fridays with ringing varying between teaching handling, up to spliced and surprise methods.  We include lots of games and simple methods and always break for biscuits or cake!

Teachers and Helpers 

	Josh Ball
	Jeanette Davey
	Angela Martin
	Isaac O’Shea

	Tim Pett
	Brian Read
	Susan Read
	David Thomas
	
	
	


Learners:

	Name
	Lives
	Started ringing with us
	Ceased ringing with us

	Sophie Martin 2
	Abingdon
	Apr 13
	

	Lisa Astbury 
	Abingdon
	Dec 13
	

	Phoebe Astbury 2
	Abingdon
	Dec 13
	Aug 18

	Daniel Gillett 
	Abingdon
	Apr 16
	

	Joe Gillett 2 
	Abingdon
	Apr 16
	

	Philip Kimber 2 
	Abingdon
	Apr 16
	

	Mark Claxton 
	Abingdon
	Jul 16
	

	Steven Tomsett
	Abingdon
	Nov 17
	Jan 18

	James Martin 2
	Abingdon
	Aug 17
	Feb 18

	Willow Gathergood-Dains 2
	Abingdon
	May 18
	

	Samuel Fuentes 2
	Abingdon
	May 18
	

	Simon Fuentes 2
	Abingdon
	Jun 18
	

	Isaac Davies 2
	Marcham
	Aug 18
	

	Elizabeth McNeill 2
	Abingdon
	Sep 18
	

	Morgan Powell 2
	Berinsfield
	Jan 19
	

	Helen Schneider 2
	Kennington
	Mar 19
	

	Rosie Smith 2
	Kennington
	Mar 19
	


1 
Not including those who attended fewer than three sessions.
2
Currently under 18 years old
B
Outings for young ringers

We try to take the young ringers to meetings of the Old North Berks Branch but many of them are held in the evenings when they have homework to do and in the afternoons when they are at school.  So we have been running outings especially for young ringers in each school holiday since 2012.  The young ringers’ events we ran in 2018 were:

3 Jan 2018
Ringing at Bladon & Woodstock with walk and tea in between

14 Feb 2018
Ringing at Old Marston & Headington with lunch, games in between

4 Apr 2018
Ringing at Iffley & Cowley with tour of Iffley church and walk in between
29 May – 1 June
Ringing club mornings with games and refreshments at St Helens

3 Sep 2018
Ringing, tea, games and handbells at St Giles, Oxford during St Giles Fair

24 Oct 2018
Ringing and Party at Cholsey

C
Ringing World National Youth Contest

I am pleased that Sophie and Josh were in the ODG squad which rang in the Ringing World National Youth Striking Competition in London in July 2018.  The team did well, coming second, first among teams ringing method.  Sadly Joe was obliged to attend a DofE event that day and Phoebe decided not to take part.
The Oxford Diocesan Guild (ODG) is again run monthly practices for their squad of young ringers in preparation for the RWNYC in Liverpool in July 2019.  I have been taking Sophie, Josh, Joe and Willow to all the practices held in towers around the ODG. We will try to maintain our tower’s high profile in the ODG squad!
D
Association of Ringing Teachers (ART)
At the end of 2018, I applied for an ART award for Innovation in Recruitment or Retention, on behalf of the Old North Berks Branch.  I based the application on the work of the Branch Ringing School which I have run since May 2017.  I am proud to record that out of ten entries; we came second and have received a “Highly Commended” certificate for display in St Helen’s ringing chamber.  

We didn’t apply for a youth work award at the end of 2018, but may apply again another year.
Susan Read

Tower Training Organiser, 7 April 2019
