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3.00 on Saturday 9th March 2024
St. Mary the Virgin Church, Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Milton Keynes, MK17 9AE

1. Apologies for absence had been received from Treasurer Stuart Gibson and Managing Trustee Graham Clifton, in addition to the apologies recorded for the ODG Spring General Committee Meeting held immediately after the Bell Fund AGM. 

Alan Marchbank welcomed the members and Introduced the Bell Fund Trustees who were present:
Chair - Alan Marchbank, Secretary – Catherine Lane.
Managing Trustees: Brian Gatward, Jon Chamberlain, Ken Davenport.

2. Minutes of the last AGM had been circulated and accepted.                                                             
Proposed: Richard Stanworth	Seconded: Jon Chamberlain

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. Annual Report – the Annual Report had been circulated and published.
The annual report was proposed as an accurate record and accepted.
Proposed: Brian Gatward		Seconded: Jon Chamberlain

5. Accounts – the accounts had been circulated, published, and audited.
In the absence of the Bell Fund Treasurer, Brian Gatward, summarised the full details which also appear in the ODG Annual Report for 2023.

The returns on investments and the value of the investments have both gone up in the last year.

Usually, the donated funds would be reinvested but due to the Oxford Diocese not currently having an investment advisor it has not been possible to seek advice in the normal way.  We understand that the Diocese will no longer have such an advisor, so we are seeking alternative ways of obtaining investment advice.
The donated funds were placed on deposit and due to the high interest rates in recent times they have produced a very healthy return. 

The accounts were proposed and accepted.
Proposed: Brian Gatward	Seconded: Andrew Goldthorpe.

· Andrew Goldthorpe requested reassurance that there would be no conflict of interest if a bell ringer were to be involved in investment management.
Jon Chamberlain, Managing Trustee confirmed a professional advisor would be consulted and that all investment monies were placed with bona fide charities. 

6. Election of Officers – all officers were available to stand.
Chair: Alan Marchbank 
Treasurer: Stuart Gibson
Secretary: Catherine Lane
Proposed en bloc: Richard Stanworth	Seconded: Alan Griffin

The Additional Managing Trustees were also elected en bloc.
Jon Chamberlain, Graham Clifton, Ken Davenport, Brian Gatward.
Proposed: Mike Hopkins-Till	Seconded: Alan Griffin

Independent Examiner: Alison Mignanelli
Proposed: Patricia Newton		Seconded: Andrew Goldthorpe.

7. AOB
Sponsored Ringing event: Alan Marchbank informed the meeting that the outcome of the Leap Year Quarter Peal event would be announced at a later date.
The Ringing Day on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May will take place in the City and District Branch. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and contribution.
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