
Guild Library Report for 2024
There were 10 enquiries and loan requests during 2023. This is 6 fewer than during 2023. A summary of individual queries is routinely included in the librarian’s reports in OddBob.

Work on sorting through the books from the estates of William Butler, Willie Haynes and the book collection from Frank Hopgood, a late 19th /early 20th century Reading branch member, was finally finished in 2024 with the completion of the cataloguing of the Hopgood books.

Further material acquired for the library during 2024 will be listed in the Guild Annual Report for 2024 when published.
The following Guild publications were added to the Guild electronic archive during 2024: latest editions of OddBob, 109-111, and Annual Report for 2023 ; annual reports for 1995, 1996 and 1997.

If anybody would like to visit the library, please let me know.  Alternatively I can look up information, and items can be borrowed – just get in touch.
Librarian Post
I have indicated that I would like to finish as librarian in the next year or two. There have been  some enquiries about the post, but owing to the fact that being librarian involves storing an extensive amount of books and papers in one's own house, it wasn't possible to take the expressions of interest any further.

At the instigation of the Guild Master I undertook at the end of 2024 to ask the Oxford History Centre if it would be possible for any or all of the library contents to be transferred to their depository. This enquiry was made in order to see if such an option is available in case it proves impossible to find a replacement librarian.  The Oxford History Centre (OHC) is a directorate of Oxfordshire County Council and maintains historic collections relating to Oxfordshire. The depository is in the former St Luke's Church in Cowley.
The conclusions from the correspondence with OHC are:
  - 1 the OHC may well accept ODG's own archive material such as minute books. This includes material relating to branches outside Oxfordshire, so the whole Guild, since the History Centre is the nominated repository for Oxford Diocesan records.

  - 2 the OHC is less likely to take the published books.

 

The consequence of following this through would be that the ODG archives part of the Guild library would pass permanently to the OHC, and the remainder would have to be disposed of elsewhere.
Comments on possible removal of Guild archives to OHC:
  - 3 if the Guild is contemplating offloading the ODG material without the published books then it would be logical to seek a librarian from the Guild membership who is able to take that same material without the published books. In effect this means taking on say 3-4 bookcases of material rather than 7-8 bookcases.  Until the Guild approaches the OHC with a definite list of items it would like them to take, we cannot be certain about what they would actually take.

  - 4 There is an electronic archive of Guild material which is being set up (link to it is: http://www.archives.odg.org.uk/ ). Before any items are removed to the OHC they should be photographed and the images loaded to the electronic archive.

   - 5  A Guild library document was set up about 10 years ago reviewing the options for dealing with the library in case a new librarian cannot be found. It and background papers can be seen at link http://www.archives.odg.org.uk/utility/documentation/lib-rvw-2016/index.html .

  - 6 if a replacement librarian cannot be found, the Guild may wish to consider setting up a work group to come up with a way forward for implementing any chosen option, and to decide what should be kept by the Guild and what should not be kept.
Doug Beaumont

